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The President mentioned to me when I called 
on him on the 7th March 1968, about the request of 
Members of Parliament for a fresh inquiry into the 
alleged death of Neta^i Subhash Chandra Bose, I am 
submitting a note to the Home Minister separately} 
in the mean time 1 submit a copy of the minutes of the 
meeting of Secretaries held on the 17th February 1968 
which discussed the various requests in the memorandum 
of Members of Parliament, 






(D.S. Jos hi) 
Cabinet Secretary 
11.3.1968 
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Whf Bn t orO led on th« President on the 7th March 
h® referred to the representations addressed to him 
by Members of Parliament regarding Ketalt Sabh&sh Chandra 

"ose «aid in part leal at th*ir request for a fresh inquiry 

* 

into fa«t and the circumstances of his de nth* bon® 
Members had •art hii* ( without ernlaini nr first what their 
purpose w&s) »nd raised thin in sue personally. I told 
the President that, a stoop of Secretaries had sot to 
consider the saocoraodbiv. fro& Kxssibere of ParliisKOnt and 
suggested certain onwraos of action. The President 
dofsired that tho Horo Minister may apply his Kind afresh 
to the demand for a fresh inquiry into the alleged death 
of Hetnji Sobhash Chandra Bose. Howe Minister »sy f 
therefore, kindly see. In the nean time, I am submitting 
to tne President & copy of the slant®* of the meeting of 
Secrete riff held or. the 17th February 1968. 



Cabinet Secretary 
11.3.196F 
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Copy to Home Secretary for information 
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3. No .3(H) 
p .6-7 /cor. 


Memorandum dt. 7-3-69 from 
Members of Parliament to P.M 


This is going to be unavoidable. 


3d: Indira Gandhi 


PP. 
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3d: B. oiyaraman 
13-8-69 





In this connection, notes on p.l- 2 /n ante may 
kindly be seen. The Secretaries Committee /di scussed the 
various requests contained in the memorandum, submitted 
earlier, by the Members of Parliament. The minutes of the 
meeting (Item No. 9 ) held on 17th February 1963, circulated 
by the Ministry of Home Affairs, may kindly be seen on 
p. 3-4/cor. 



From the minute ?. of th me - ting held in Fe bw 2 V 
1968, i t r’-ans th;..t the Ministry jf External Affairs 
i co ace rn.^d with the question of on fair in into the 
pllsfed i- a th of iiwtaji Sabh a s CJ ihdra Ippe. "is was 
si go confirm* 1 by 3hri L.D. Hindi, ; nde r Secretary in 
the Ministry of Home Af .’ 4? s, ta> who. a 1 contacted in the 
matter* We may accordingly ask tbs Idnistry of External 
..." 1 3 to lc t us b ■■•e i self -contained not-j urg ntly "or 
3.,:.; .j : ire ret * ! nf o n = tion. 
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D .0 Jf o . C/55 1/ 10/ 69/ JP da 1»<1 t ha 
23 rc August 1969, from the Ministry 

of JJCtar. jl Aff 'irs. 


Pie as put up on 25/ £ without foil* 
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In d i on to submitting Memo, to P.. . , 

.• i Samar I h , lias also i ••-•n MotLoa o. _ • 

M solution on the subj* ct of instituting an inquiry into 
th • 11 gp fe tfc of N ji ajth s Chanur.< Bo ..e . 


-u- solution is coming up /in th Lo t So hr e on tn - 2 »th 
A u U it j 195 9 . In c . 96 j Xb xv. sol ti ri t4 r isci S3 on 

in one House* tile st«nd of the Government jii the lem^nd. 
for setting up of judicial inquiry mil be jn--de kn own. 
may accordingly await til 29 th before s'! omit ting the cpse 
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Note for the Cabin et Comm ittee on P arliamentary 
^ f - ~~-irs - Private Member’s be s olution on 29.8.6 . 


Subject:- Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose in 1945. 


Cabinet Secretary informed me that Prime Minister has 
desired that t is note (placed below/ from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs may be brought up for consideration of the Cabinet in 
the next meeting. It need not be placed before the Cabinet 
Committee on Parliamentary Affairs, Please issue d.o. letter 
below to Shri G.K. Arora, Deputy Secretary, Home, with copy 
to Shri H.N. Trivedi, Secretary, Department of Parliamentary 
Affairs. I have already spoken to Shri Arora and inform d mm ^ — 
of this 

iy' 

After issue of the letters JS(C) may also kindly see. 
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29.B.1969*. 
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Kano, lio ,32/ 132/69- Foil .1 UM 
at. 1st September 1969, from 
the Ministry of Home Affairs. 


# • + 

In this connection, notes on prepage and no. 6 

may kindly be seen. The Ministry of home Affairs Have s ont 
45 copies of a Note regarding "Disappearance of i.etaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945" for the consideration of the 
Cabinet. The Note is in order from the procedural points 
of view and may kindly be approved for circulation to 
the Members of the Cabinet and its inclusion in the agenea 
for the Cabinet meeting fixed for September 5, 3969. n 
has already approved tne inclusion oi this paper in the 
agenda for the Cabinet meeting on 5th September. 

A draft fcress bri ef has not been sent by the KHA. 
They may be requested to do so, if necessary. 
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to them. However, if there is consistent 
demand, vie may consid r hairing the matter 
informally examined by a competent and 
impartial person.” 
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Copies of the representation received from Members 
of Parliament, decision of the Cabinet and PL’s 
minute were sent to Ministry of Home Affairs for 
tailing further action in the matter vi de JS's 
D,0 . letter dated 11th September 1969 to 
Shii T.C. A. Srini vasavaradan, Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs. 

2. It is understood from 3. A. to Home Minister 
th a t the matter was discussed yesterday by the 
Home Minister with Home Secretary and other officers 
in the Ministry and it has been decided to call a 
meeting of the Members of Parliament, who have 
signed the representation in order to explain to them 
the view point of the Government . It is accordingly 
sugge s ted* th a t a copy of the repr£‘sen a tion now 
received from Shri Mulka Govinda Reddy may also be 
passed on to the Ministry of Home Affairs, so that 
the Member could also be invited to the said meeting. 
The position may also be explained to PM 1 s Secretariat, 


3. Two drafts letters are accordingly put up 

for consideration. 
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Reference SI. No. 15 and hotes at pp. 10-11/ante . 

We had requested the Ministry of Home Affairs 
to let us know about the action taken in this case 
vide para 2 of JS's letter at SI. No. 16. No reply 
has been received. We may remined the Ministry.DFA. 
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P.64-75/ cor. 


Office M emo. No .29/48/69- Poll .11. 
dated 18-3-70 from the Ministry 
of Home Affairs. 


45 copies of a Note regarding "Fresh Inquiry 
into disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
in 1945 - Demand for" have been received from 
the Ministry of Home Affairs for the consideration 
of th ^Cabinet. The Note is in order from the 
procedural points of view and may kindly be 
approved for circulation to the Members of the 
Cabinet for discussion. 

As the Parliament Session has commenced, 
press brief would not be necessary. 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 


No. 19/50/68-Pub. IT 
Government of India 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


New Delhi, dated the 7th March. 1968 

17th Phalguna , ±889 

S .E , 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

Subject:- Memorandum from Members of Parliament 
suggesting steps to be taken to accord 
honour and recognition to the personality 
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 


The undersigned is directed to refer to 
this Ministry’s Office Memorandum No.l9/50/68-Pub,II , 
dated the 16th February, 1968, on the subject noted 
above, and to send herewith a copy of the minutes 
of the Meeting held in the room of the Cabinet 
Secretary on the 17th February, 1968. 


- 




'l &) Hi- 1 

( L. D. HINDI ) 7 / o 
UNDER SECRETARY. 




1) Cabinet Secretary (Shri D.S. Joshi) 

2) Defence Secretary (Shri V, Shankar) 

(3) Education Secretary (Shri P.N, Kirpal) 

(4) Secretary, I. & B. (Shri A. Mitra) 

(5) Secretary, Min. of External Affairs 

(Shri T.N. Kaul) 

( 6 ) Secretary, Deptt, of Parliamentary Affairs 

(Shri H« N. Trivedi) 

(7) Secretary, Min. of W.H, & S. 

(Shri B. R. Patel) 

( 8 ) Joint Secretary (Political, Min. of Home 

Affairs (Shri T.C.A. Srinivasavardan) 


Copy to P.S. to Home Secretary 
P.A. to J.S.(PR) 

Public I Section. 


0 


Minutes of the meeting held in the room of the 
Cabinet Secretary at 12 noon on 17th February 1968 to 
consider the Memorandum from Members of Parliament 
suggesting certain steps to be taken to accord honour 
and recognition to the personality of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose. 

** ***** 

PRESENT 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6 . 

7. 

8 . 
9. 

10 . 


Shri D.S, Joshi, Cabinet Secretary, 

Shri V. Shankar, Defence Secretary. 

Shri L.P. Singh, Home Secretary 

Shri Asoka Mitra, Secretary, Information and 

Broadcasting. 

Shri T.N. Kaul, Secretary, External Affairs. 

Shri B. R. Patel, Secretary, Department of Works and 

Housing. 

Shri G.K. Chandiramani , Additional Secretary, Education. 

Shri H.N. Trivedi, Secretary, Parliamentary Affairs. 

Shri K.R* Prabhu, Joint Secretary, Home Affairs, 

Shri Manjit Singh, Director (South East Asia), 

Ministry of External Affairs. 


2, The suggestions made in the Memorandum submitted 

by the Members of Parliament to accord honour and 
recognition to the personality of Neta^i Subhash Chandra 
Bose were considered and the following decisions were taken: 

(1) Placing of a portrait in the Central Hall of 
Parliament and offices of the Government. 


There is a Committee of Parliament under the 
Chairmanship of the Speaker, to deal with the question 
of placing portraits of national leaders in the 
Central Hall. The Department of Parliamentary Affairs 
will bring the suggestion to the notice of this Committee, 

No directions have been issued to Government 
offices making it obligatory to display photographs or 
portraits of national leaders in the offices. There 
is, however, no bar to photographs or portraits being 
placed in offices but care has to be taken to ensure 
that no controversy arose due to display of any 
photograph or portrait. The same practice could be 
followed in the matter of placing portraits of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose in offices and no directions in the 
matter could be necessary. 

(Action: Department of Parliamentary Affairs) 
Ministry of Home Arfairsl 


P.T.O 


-:2 s - 


(2) Erection of statue In New Delhi. 

It was considered desirable to erect a statue 
of Feta j i Subhash Chandra Bose at a prominent place 
in New Delhi. However , in the matter of erection of 
statues and memorials, Government's policy had been 
to extend cooperation to non-official organisations and 
not to erect the statues or memorials on their own. The 
same procedure could be followed in this case also and 
if any organisation came forward to put up the statue, 
Government could extend necessary cooperation to this 
organisation by providing a suitable site. 

(Action: Ministry of Works, Housing and Supply) 

(3) Recognition of military genius. 

The Defence Secretary stated that no assessment 
of military genius of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had 
been made. The general view was that his role in 
organising the Indian National Army was more of a 
political nature than of an Army General and this role 
would find a place in the history of the INA campaigns. 

(Action: Ministry of Defence) 

(4) O bservance of birthday. 

It was agreed that this was essentially a matter 
for non-official organisations and that it would not be 
possible to treat the birthday of Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose as a national holiday. The only National Birthday 
being observed is that of Mahatama Gandhi. 

(Action: Min. of • Home Affairs) 

(5) Erection of memorials at Kohima and 
Imnhal in the honour of INA heroes 

It was observed that following the general policy 
in the matter of erection of memorials Government could 
not themselves erect any memorial for the INA heroes 
but could give assistance to non-official agencies. 

As there was already a proposal for putting up a 
memorial at Moirang in Manipur, Education Ministry 
would consider it and see what assistance could be given 
to the sponsors of this project. 

(Action: Ministry of Education) 


P.T.O 


(6) Publication of the volume on I.N,A, 

The Defence Ministry will consider this suggestion. 
(Action; Ministry of Defence) 

(7) Giving due place to Netaji Subhash Chandra 
Bose in the History of Freedom Movement. 


Two volumes of the History of Freedom Movement 
covering the period upto 1907 have already been published 
The third volume which would cover the period during 
which Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose participated in the 
freedom movement is under preparation. Dr. Tara Chand 
is engaged on this work and is assisted by a Committee 
of Consultants who could be expected to take due note 
of the role of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the 
freedom movement. It was decided that the suggestion 
made by the Members of Parliament should be brought to 
the notice of Dr. Tara Chand by the Ministry of Education 

(Action: Ministry of Education) 

(8) Publication of Netaji* s writings and speeches. 

It was decided that these writings and speeches 
would be brought together by the Ministry of 
Information and Broadcasting and published after 
suitably editing them, 

(Action: Ministry of Information and Broadcasting) 

(9) Demand for fresh inquiry into the alleged 
death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. 

It was explained that after the inquiry made by 
the Shah Nawaz Committee, no fresh material had come to 
notice. Demand for a fresh inquiry had been made from 
time to time and in reply to questions in Parliament 
Government had been taking the stand that, according to 
all available information, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose 
had died and that there was no need for a further 
inquiry. It was decided that no change was called for 
in this stand, 

(Action: Ministry of External Affairs) 
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fio.A 18-3/ 68/ CAI ( 2) 
government of India, 
ministry of Education, 

Hew Delhi, the hay, 1968 
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Vai sakha, 1890(8) 
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liSDiO RANDOM 


ect:- Memorandum 
suggesting 
honour and 
of Netaji 


from Members of Parliament 
steps to be taken to accord 
recognition to the personality 
dub ash Chandra Bose, 


The undersigned is directed to refer to Ministry of 
e Affairs Office memorandum Ho, 19/50/68-Pub. II , dated 
7th March, 1968, on the subject mentioned above and to 
state that in so far as action on the decision contained 
in para 2(7) of the minutes of the meeting held in the 
room of the Cabinet Secretary, is concerned, it may be 
stated that Dr. Tara. Chand who is writing the History of 
reedotn Movement and who was informed of the views contained 
h the Memorandum submitted by more than 300 M.fs about 
according due honour and recognition to the personality of 
f Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose pnd his historic role in freedom 
struggle, has replied that no history of the freedom movement 
of India during the 20th century can ignore the part played 
by Hetaji Subhash Chandra Bose in the freedom struggle, 
itis ideas and his contribution to the freedom struggle will 
find a place in the Third Volume of the ii story of freedom 
MB o vemen t to be published by the Government of India. 
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( P. Gangu^ee ) 

Deputy Secretary to the Govt, of India 
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1. The Cabinet Secret riat. 

?. The Ministry of Home Affairs, 

( Ghri K. R. Prabhu, Jt. Secretary) 


ML 


AU 


/ 


a y? 


V 


pu 

MEMBER Oh PARLIAMENT 

(LOK SABHA) 

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 
(LOK SAB HA) 


Sint. Indira Gandhi, 
Prime Minister of Indi 
NEW DELHI. 



/ 


PARLIAMENT HOUSE, 
NEW DELHI - 1. 
August 7, 1969. 


/ 



Dear Madam, -- 

You will, we hope, remember that over 350 Members of Parliament made an 
earnest appeal to the Government to institute a fresh enquiry into the circumstances 
leading to disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Nearly 100 other Members of 
Parliament extended their oral support to the appeal as they were not present in 
Delhi at the time of submission of the Memorandum to the Government. 

After a lapse of 20 years the Government of India very rightly considered 
it desirable to order for a fresh probe into the background of the murder of 
Mahatma Gandhi . 

Recently the Government of India sympathetically agreed to a request made 
by a number of Parliament Members to institute a judicial enquiry into the cause of 
tragic death of the Jan Sangh leader, Shri Dindayal Upadhyay. 

We trust that in a similar patriotic spirit you will accept the appeal 
made to the Government by an overwhelming majority (nearly two- third majority) of 
the Members of Parliament to set up a fresh Enquiry Commission, consisting of 
retired Supreme Court Judges and eminent publicmen, to make fresh probe into the 
circumstances leading to disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

We fervently hope that the demand for a fresh enquiry about Netaji voiced 
by millions of our countrymen will not fail to evoke patriotic response from you. 

Let us not forget that a national duty to fulfil regarding Netaji is overdue. 


'jdl') 

Jai Hind! 


Yours sincerely 
Sd/- 

15. P .Venkatasubhaiah 

29. S.C.Samanta 

1. N.G.Ranga. 


16. Madhu Limaye 

30. N.K.P. Salve 

2. D.K.Kunte 

rA 

17. Rabi Ray 

31. Tridib Chaudhuri 

3 . Shashi Bhushan 

18. Bal Raj Madhok. 

32. Bedabrata Barua 

4. A. K. Chanda 

\ % 

19. A. B. Vajpayee 

33 . Era Seshiyan 

5. A.K.Sen 


20. S.M.Joshi 

34. Bakar Ali Mirza 

6. K.N.Tewari 


21. N . C. Chatter jee 

35. G.M.Bakshi 

7. A.S.Saigal 


22 . Humayun Kabir 

36 . M.M. Patel 

8. T.S. Jadhav 


23. I la Pal Chaudhuri 

37. Sharda Mukerji 

9. S.N.Dwivedy 


24. Samar Guha 

38. J .K.Choudhury 

10. Nath Pai 


25. Tenneti Viswanathan 

39. B .K.Daaphowdhury 

11. V.Sambasivam 


26. Mrityunjay Prasad 

40 . J .Chanda 

12. K .Ambazhagan 


27. D.S.Raju 

41. C.C.Desai 

13 . Kami Singh 

C 

28. Susheela Rohatgi 

42. K.L. Gupta 

43. G.G. Swell 

44. P.V.Shastri 

14. B.P.Mandal 







MEMBER Of PARLIAMENT 

lOK SABHA) 




7 ' 

PARLIiiiiSNX BOUSE, 
NEW DPLKI- 1. 

.August 7, 1969. 




Shit. Indira Gandhi , 

Prime Minister of India, 
“~W DELHI . 


Dear Madam, 




You will , we hope, remember that over 350 Members 
of Parliament made earnest appeal to the Government to institute 
/ a fresh enquiry into the circumstances leading to disappearance 
' of Netaj i Subha s Chandra Bose. Nearly 100 other Members of 
Parliament extended their oral support to the appeal as they 


were not present in Delhi at the time of submission of the 
Memorandum to the Government. 

■v 


iifter a lapse of 20 years the Government of India 
very rightly considered it desirable to order for a fresh probe 
into the background of the murder of Mahatma Gandhi. 


(d* 

A \ A r Recently, the Government of India sympathetically 

1 ^'"agreed to a request made by a number of Parliament Members to 

institute a judicial enquiry into the cause of tragic death of 
the Jan Sangh leader, Shri Dindayal Upadhaye. 

We trust that in a similar patriotic spirit you 




fresh probe into the circumstances leading to disappearance of 
Tn Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

vo vT~ ■ \ 

2:1 We fervently hope that the demand for a fresh enquiry 

about Netaji voiced by millions of our countrymen will not fail 
* / ^ to evoke patriotic response from you. Let us not forget that 
",/,v a national duty to fulfil regarding Netaji is over due. 

o\a*- 


Jai Hind! „ _ * >n 

, V iTU 

U h . 2^2 





Yours sincerely, 

i ' fl /f ~ 

<*&&&& I 

* Aauuy ^ \ 
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D.O. No. 10/ 21/CF-69 • 


P.P. Caprihan, 
Deputy S- ere t ary. 


19th August, 1969. 


My dear Man jit. 

Kind y .refer to Ministry o, Hcrac A airs - F 
O.M. No. 19/50/68-Pub. XI, dated the 7th March, 

I960, fordardlng minutes of the raeetinc held in 
the room of the Cabinet Secretary on the 17th 
February, 1968, to consider the Memorandum from 
Members of Parliament suggesting steps to be taken 
to accord honour and recognition to ihe personality 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. With reference to 
the demand made by Messers of Parliament for fresh 
inq iry into the alleged death of Netaji, it was 
d- cided that no change was calle for in the stand 
of the Government. 

2* 1 enclose a copy of another representation 

received from several Members of Parliament on the 
same subject, which has been for arded by Prime 
Minister to Cabinet Secretary for examination* Would 
yo ; kindly let us have urgently a self-containe note 
for submission to Cabinet Secretary 7 

With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

^ / 

it *2 

(P.P. Caprihan ) 


Shri Man jit Singh, 

Director (South East Asia) , 
Ministry of External A fairs. 
New Delhi, 



Manjit Sinffh, 
DIRECT R (EA) 

No. C/551/10/69 /JP 



host immedi ate/ B y special messenger 

far^Ti rsthr, ? 

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

New Delhi-1 1 

August 23, 1969 







Os My dear Prera 




L L*. 


’/ill you kindly refer to your letter 
No. 10/2l/ CF— 69 of August 19, 19)9? 

2 . As desired, I enclose a note which will 

explain the repeated demands made in Parliament 
for holding further enquiries into the death of 
K e t a j i Subuash Chandra Bose. I should like to 
add that a private Member^ Resolution is coming 
up on August 29th in 3abha, seeking the 

setting up of an Enquiry Commission. The rele- 
vant papers are being put up to the Foreign 
Minister and a decision on the demand raised 
in the Resolution will he taken by hi;a, on 
Monday the 25th August. 


sith kind regards, 


Yours sincerely 



Shri P.P. Capri ban. 

Deputy Secretary, 

Cabinet Secretariat , 
^Deptt. of Cabinet 'ffarsj 
Ras ht rap at i Bhavan , 

New Delhi. 



L L*. 




ENQUIRY RELATING TO TIPS DISAPPEARANCE OF 

^ETAtftf SUBHAjU CUADEA ROSE" IN ATJ6Xl$fT945 . 

Official Enquiry conducted in 1956 : 

In response to the public demand that all the facts 
relating to the last stages of Netaji's life should he enquired 
into and made known, an Enquiry Committee was appointed by the 
Government of Indiain April, 1956. The Committee consisted of 
3hri Shah Nawaz Khan, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose (elder brother 
of Netaji) and Shri S.N. Maitra, Chief Commissioner of Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. The report of this Committee, which was 
signed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and Shri S.N. Maitra, was 
released for publication in September, 1956. The Government of 
India accepted the report. The conclusion reached by the Enquiry 
Committee was that Netaji met his death as a result of an air 
crash at Taihoku airfield in Formosa on August 18, 1945 and that 
his ashes are now at the Eenkoji Temple in Tokyo. However, the 
third member, namely, Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, did not sign the 
report. Later on, he submitted a separate report dissenting 
from the findings of the majority report. After laying a copy of 
this report on the table of the House on 11.9.1956, the late 
Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, mde a statement in the 
Lok Sabha in which he said inter alia that Government felt that 
the evidence adduced in the report was practically overwhelming 
and should he accepted. 

Government’s attitude to repeated 

requests tor further probes' : 

2. There have been repeated requests and demands on several 

occasions for undertaking another enquiry. However, Government 
having accepted the findings of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
have taken the view that unless fresh evidence or new facts were 
brought to light, another enquiry was unwarranted. In the 
Rajya Sabha itself in 1966, in answer to Starred Question No. 284 
on 17.5.1966, and again in reply to Unstarred Question No. 265 
on 2.8.1966, the Government reiterated this viewpoint. Assertions 
that Swami Shardanand of the Sholmari Ashram was, in fact , 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, had heen denied by the Swami himself. 
Another claim made by Dr. S.N. Sinha that Netaji was incarcerated 
in cell No. 46 of Yakutuslc prison in Siberia has not been corro- 
borated by any tangible evidence . Recently, Lt . -General Fujiwara 
of Japan, who came to India to present Netaji ' s sword, requested 
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reply to the question, the Prime Minister had stated: "Since no 
new facts h ctre heen brought to light, Government do not consider 
that any fresh enquiry is warranted" . 

Recent requests for a Judicial Sn entry: 

6. Shri Samar Guha wrote in May this year to the Prime Ministei 

requesting for a judicial enquiry on the analogy of the enquiry 
being conducted in regard to Gandhi ji ' s ass as si at ion 20 years 
after Mahatma j i ' s death. The Foreign Minister in reply to this 
letter informed Shri Guha that the terras of reference of the 
enquiry being conducted into Mahatma Gandhi's assassination did 
not seek to establish Gandhi. Id ' s death. In the letter sent to 
the Prime Minister by 44 M.Ps, dated August 7, the request for the 
appointment of a fresh enquiry Commission, consisting of retired 
Supreme Court judges and eminent public men, has been made on 
the ground that a fresh prohe was being conducted in regard to 
the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi and that a judicial enquiry 
was also being conceded in response to a number of M.Ps' request 
into the cause of death of the Jan Sangh Leader Shri Dindayal 
Upadhyay. It is quite obvious that these two examples that have 
been cited are not on all fours with the demand for an enquiry 
to establish the death of Netaji Sub hash Chandra Bose. 


„IV 

ENQUIRY RELATING TO THE DISAPPEARANCE OP 

WeTaJI SUnilASII CHANDRA BO^E it! A^^F~1945. 


Official Enquiry conduoted In 1956 t 

In response to the publio denand that all the facts 
rBlating to the last stages of Netajl's life should be enquired 
Into and mads known, an Enquiry Committee was appointed by the 
Government of Indl*in April, 1956. The Conmittee consisted of 
Shrl Shah Nawaz Khan, Shrl Suresh Chandra Bose (elder brother 
of Netaji) and Shrl S.N. Maitra, Chief Commissioner of Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands. The report of this Committee, which was 
signed by Shrl Shah Nawaz Khan and Shrl S.N. Maitra, was 
released for publication in Sept ember, 1956. The Government of 
India accepted the report. The conclusion reached by the Enquiry 
Committee was that Netaji met his death as a result of an air 
orash at Taihoku airfield in Formosa on August 18, 1945 and that 
his ashes are now at the Rehkoji Temple in Tokyo. However, the 
third member, namely, Shrl Suresh Chandra Bose, did not sign the 
report. Later on, he submitted a separate report dissenting 
from the findings of the majority report. After laying a copy of 
this report on the table of the House on 11 .9 .1956, the late 
Prime Minister, Shrl Jawaharlal Nehru, unde a statement in the 
Lok Sabha in which he said inter alia that Government felt that 
the evidence adduced in the report was practically overwhelming 
and should be accepted. 

Government * s attitude to repeated 

requests for further probes : 

2. There have been repeated requests and demands on several 
occasions for undertaking another enquiry. However, Government 
having aooepted the findings of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
have taken the view that unless fresh evidence or new facts were 
brought to light, another enquiry was unwarranted. In the 
Rajya Sabha itself in 1966, in answer to Starred Question No. 284 
on 17.5.1966, and again in reply to Unstarred Question No. 268 
on 1.8.1966, the Government reiterated this viewpoint. Assertions 
that Swaml Shardanand of the Sholmari Ashram was, in fact, 

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, had been denied by the Swami himself. 
Another olalm made by Dr. S.N. Sinha that Netaji was incarcerated 
in cell No .46 of Yakutuak prison in Siberia has not been corro- 
borated by any tangible evidence • Reoently, Lt .-General Fujiwara 
of Japan, who came to India to present Netajl's sword, requested 


The 
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that the matter should be Investigated "onoe and for all”* 

General, however, has not produced any evidence which would 
warrant any further enquiry. The memorandum too refers to press 
reports of hearsay evidence published in 1945 and early 1956. 

c* 

These hearsay reports cannot warrant a fresh enquiry. It would 
be relevant to mention that Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 
had in a letter to Shri Suresh Chandra Bose on May 13, 1962 said: 
"I cannot send you any precise and direet proof. But all the 
circumstantial evldenoe that has been produced and which has been 
referred to in the Enquiry Committee's Report has convinced us 
of the fact that Netaji has died. In addition to this, the lapse 
of time now and the extreme improbability of his being alive 
secretly when he would be welcome in India with great Joy and 
affection adds to that circumstantial evidence”. 

Correspondence between Shri Jawaharlal Nehru 

and Shri Suresh Bose and Shri Amlya Bose 

regarding further enquiry's 

3. A set of the letters exchanged between Prime Minister 
Nehru and Shri Suresh Bose or Shri Amlya Bose are enclosed* 

4. It is true that in his letter of April 22, 1964 Prime 
Minister Nehru 'agreed' with Shri Amiya Bose that something 
should be done to "finalise the question of Netaji ' s death”. But 
he gave no assurance and there is nothing to suggest, in the 
context of the entire correspondence, that at any time Prime 
Minister Nehru had entertained doubts about the conclusive 
charaoter of the evidence cited by the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
or others to establish Netaji 's death. Presumably, what Shri 
Nehru had in mind was that something should be done to persuade 
those who still doubted this fact to accept the finality of the 
conclusion that Netaji was no more* 

Decision on the Memorandum : 

5. The mono ran dura was discussed at a meeting of Secretaries 
held under the Chairmanship of the Cabinet Secretary on the 17th 
February, 1968, to examine the various points raised. As far as 
the question of a fresh enquiry was concerned, the meeting was 
of the view that this was not warranted as no fresh evldenoe had 
been brought to light* This recommendation was brought to the 
Prime Minister's notice in connection with Unstarred Question 

No *1408 which was answered in the Lok Sabha on 21*2.1968* In 
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reply to the question, the Prime Minister had stated: "Since no 
new facts hare been brought to light, Government do not consider 
that any fresh enquiry is warranted"* 

Recent requests for a Judicial Enquiry: 

6* Shri Samar Guha wrote in May this year to the Prime Minister 
requesting for a judicial enquiry on the analogy of the enquiry 
being conducted in regard to Gandhi ji 's assassintion 20 years 
after Mahatma j i ' s death* The Foreign Minister in reply to this 
letter informed Shri Guha that the terms of reference of the 
enquiry being conducted into Mahatma Gandhi's assassination did 
not seek to establish Gandhi ji 's death* In the letter sent to 
the Prime Minister by 44 M.Ps , dated August 7, the request for the 
appointment of a fresh enquiry Commission, consisting of retired 
Supreme Court judges and eminent public men, has been made on 
the ground that a fresh probe was being conducted in regard to 
the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi and that a judicial enquiry 
was also being conceded in response to a number of M.Ps* request 
into the cause of death of the Jan Sangh Leader Shri Oindayal 
Upadhyay* It is quite obvious that these two examples that have 
been cited are not on all fours with the demand for an enquiry 
to establish the death of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose* 


• • • 


Sure 8h C - B ose 


Dated 12th May, 1962 . 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 

Prime Minister of India, 

New Delhi. 

Dear Shri Nehru, 

The report in the papers of the 8th 
instant is to the effect that you stated in 
Parliament on the previous day, in reply toe 
question by Shri P-C- Barooah that the majority 
report of the Netaji Enquiry Committee established 
that my brother Shri Subhes Chandra Bose, died in 
an air-ao c iden t. 

If you hold this piece of news to be oorreet# 
it affects the members of our family more than the 
general public, who, however, are also deeply 
interested in its correctness or otherwise. 

I would, therefore, request you as his elder 
brother and as the seniormost surviving member of 
the family to forward to me the proof of his death, 
circumstances under which such alleged death took 
p laoe * 

In the expectation of a reply and with 
kind regards, 

I remain , 


Yours sincerely, 


SdZ-Suresh C .Bose 

12 - 5 . 62 . 


No .70 4 -PMh/ 6 2 


Hay 13, 1962. 


Dear Shri SureBh Bose, 

I have your letter of the 12th May. You 

ask me to send you proof of the death of Netaji 

Subhas Chandra Bose. I oennot send you any 

precise and direct proof. But all the 

o iroum st an t i al evidence that hag been produced 

and which has been referred to in the Enquiry 

Committee’s report has convinced us to the fact 

that Netaji has died. In addition to this, the 

• • 

lapse of time now and the extreme improbability 
of his being alive secretly somewhere when he 
would be welcomed in India with great joy and 
affection, adds to that circumstantial evidence. 


Yours sincerely, 


Shri Suresh C.Bose, 
Gar ia , 

P . 0 .Garia , 

Diat-fc. 24 Paraganas, 
West Bengal. 


Sd/-Jawaharlal Nehr 


SURESH C. BOSE 




iS 




Garia,P.O.Gar ia , 

Dist. 24 Parganas, 
(West Bengal) , 

Rated 8th August, 1962. 


Dear Shri Nehru, 

It appears from your letter No .982-PMH/62 
of the 26th June last, that your own information 
conveyed to you by our Ambassadors has oonfirmed 
the fpCt that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose is dead • 

As this piece of news, if true, vitually 
affeots all the members of our family. I would 
respeotfully request you to please forward to me 
the date, place and circumstances under whioh the 
alleged deathtook place, as reported to you. 

With kind regards, 


I remain , 

Yours Bincerely, 
Suresh Chandra Bose. 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Prime Minister , 

New De 1 h i . 


No . 1 256 -PMh/ 6 2 


Augus t 12, 1962 


Pear Shr i B o se , 

I have your letter ofthe 3th August, 

I wrote to you that all the circumstantial 
evidence made me believe that Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose had died. Much of this evidenoe was 
given in the report made by the Committee 
appointed for this purpose, which visited Japan, 
you will find the date, place and circumstances 
mentioned in that committee's report. 

Apart from that report, the length 
of time that has elapsed is itself confirmatory 
of the fact of his death. 


Yours sincerely, 


Jawaharlal Nehru. 


Shri Suresh C.Bose, 
Garia, 

P.0. Garia, 

Pist. 24 Parganaa. 



1 , VOODBURN PARK 
CALCUTTA 20 ' 

>0 U . L' 1 , 

My dear panditji, 

With reference to our talk in Delhi recently, 

X would like to submit to you the following proposals 
foriyour consideration. 

The controversy regarding the aircragh at 
Taikoku in August 1945 is having unfortunate 
con sequence a . The report of the Enquiry Committee 
consisting of Shah Nawaz Khan and two other members 
has not found acceptance among a large section 
of the Indian people. The main reason for this is 
to be found in the f@ct that the Shah Nawaz Enquiry 
Committee did not include any person of high judicial 
standing and experience. Irresponsible statements by 
a number of persons are also keeping this controversy 
alive. In the national interest there should be a 
final judicial ' finding regarding the aircrash at 
Thaihoku in August 1945 * It will be in the fitness of 
things if the Chief Justice of India will agree 
to preside over a body of Judges and enquire into 
this question. AH the materials collected by the 
Shah Nawaz Enquiry Committee on the subject and other 
materials that may be available to the Government of 
India, should be placed at the disposal of Ih is body 
of Judges. This body should, of course, be at liberty 
to take any further evidence on the subject if that 
is considered necessary by it and if such evidence 
is available. 

The Government should accept the findings of 
this judioial body and take whatever steps that may 
be found necessary on the basis of its recommendations. 
This being purely a national question the Government 
should not take into acceoumt the opinion of any 
individual in this matter even though he happens to bo 
related to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 

I shall be thankful if you will kindly send 
me your message in support of the plans of Netaji Hall 
society. 


Hope you are feeling better. 
With regards , 


Yours sincere 
Sd/-Amiya Nath Bose. 


Shri Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Prime Minister of India, 
New Delhi. 


No .293 -PMh/ 64 


April 22, 1964 


My dear Amiya, 

I have your letter of the 20th April, 

I agree with you that scmething should he 
done to finalise the question of Netaji’s death* 
But it is not quite clear to me how far it 
will he proper for me to ask the Chief Justice 
of India to look into this matter. It may 
involve visiting Japan, and I am sure I cannot 
ask the Chief Justice to do so. 

I have sent you e, brief message already 
about the Netaji Hall Sooiety. 


Yours sincerely. 


Jawaharlal Nehru# 


Sh ri Amiya Nath Bose, 
1, Woodburh Park. 
Calout ta-20 . 


N_ot.CL_r.ar- the Cabinet Committee on Parliamentary 

frff . d tits .^-Private, Member's Resolution on A up ust 29.1969. 


Subject*- Disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
in 1945. 


In April 1956, in response to the public demand, 

Governne nt of India appointed an Enquiry Comnittee to 
ascertain the circumstances concerning Netaji' s departure from 
Bangkok cn 16.8,1945 and his alleged death in an air-crash. 

The Committee consisted of the followingi- 

(i) Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, H.P., Parliamentary 

Secretary to the Minister of Railways and Transport; 

Cii) Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, elder brother of 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; and 

(iii) Shri S.N, Maitra, I.C.S., formerly Chief 
Commissioner, Andamans and Nicobar. 

The Committee examined witnesses in Delhi, Calcutta, Bangkok, 
Saigon, Tourane and Tokyo. They also examined books end 
articles about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and studied relevant 
classified records pertaining to the matter. 

2. The members compared and discussed the statements of 
the witnesses whom they had personally interviewed and took 
into consideration the evidence from several sources. The 
three members of the Committee then arrived at certain broad 
conclusions and unanimously agreed that the report should 

be written on the basis of these conclusions. These were 
summarised in a list entitled "Principal points agreed to 
for Draft Report dated 30.6.1956". This was signed by all 
the three members of the Committee on 2.7.1956. 

3. Shri Suresh Chandra Bose had agreed with the principal 
conclusions and signed the documents containing these cn 
2.7.1956. The conclusions confirmed that Netaji had, in fact, 
met his death in the crash on the 18th August, 1945 at 
Taiholtu. bhri Suresh Chandra Bose, however, submitted a 
dissentient report stating that there had been no plane 
crash involving Netaji’s death as concluded in the 
Committee’s Report. 

4. The Cabinet considered the Report of the Enquiry 
Committee signed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and Shri.S.N. Maitra 
on 9th September, 1956 and accepted the finding that Netaji 
had, in fact, met his death as a result of the air-crash cn 
18th August, 1945. The Cabinet also decided that "the 
question of bringing over Netaji's ashes to India might 

be left for future consideration." 
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A copy of the Report was laid on the Table of the House by late 
Prime Minister Nehru on 11th September, 1956 when he informed 
the House that the Government had accepted the findings of the 
Committee. The dissentient report too was placed on the Table 
of the House on 12th December, 1956, and in doing so the Prime 
Minister again confirmed that the Government had accepted the 
majority report. 

5. Briefly, the conclusions of the majority were that about 
the spring of 1945 the defeat of the Axis Powers became likely, 
and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose began thinking of the future 
activities of himself on the one hand, and of the Indian Indepen- 
dence League and the Indian National Army on the other. As 
regards himself, he decided to leave South East Asia- and to take 
refuge in Russia, whence, in due course, he could re-emerge and 
continue the struggle for India's freedom against the British. 

As regards the Indian Independence League and the Indian National 
Army, he appeared to be undecided and desired to consult with 
his allies, the Japanese, before imparting final instructions. 

6. With a view to implementing these intentions he left 
Bangkok on the 17th August, 1945, for Saigon, whence he had 
been promised passages for himself and 6 companions by a Tokyo- 
bound Japanese military plane, 

7. At Saigon, however, there was a serious disappointment: 
only two passages in an Air Force bomber were offered by the 
Japanese Military Command, which, as a consequence of Japan's 
surrender to the Allies on the 15th August, 1945, found itself 
short of air transport. After some discussion Netaji found 
himself obliged to accept the 2 passages offered, and with the 
approval of his companions selected Col. Habibur Rehman to 
accompany him. Netaji and Col. Rehman accordingly took off for 
Tokyo by the bomber about 5.00 p.m. on the 17th August, 1945. 

8. Apart from Netaji and Col. Rehman the bomber included 

6 Japanese Service Officers as passengers, and a crew of 5 or 6 
persons, 

9. The bomber landed for the night at Tourane on the Indo- 
China coast at about 7,30 p.m. , and took to the air again with 
the same inmates at 5.00 a.m. the next morning. The next brief 
stop was at Taihoku in Formosa in the early afternoon of 

18th August, 1945. Vihile taking off from Taihoku later in the 
afternoon, however, the propeller and the port side engine of 
the bomber which appears to have been defective even from the 
start, suddenly dropped out, with the result that the plane 
immediately crashed about 50 metres off the run- way and burst 
into flames. Suffering from severe burns Netaji was carried 
into the Taihoku Military Hospital, where after some hours 
he passed away. 
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10. Two days later, on the 20th, his body was cremated 
in the Taihoku Crematorium* His ashes were collected and 
temporarily kept in the Nishi fyest) Honganji Temple in 

that city until the 7th September, 1945, when they were flown 
to Tokyo, There they have^ since been lying in the Renkoji 
Temp le, 

11. The main burden of Shri Bose's dissentient report is 
that late Prime Minister Nehru had already made up his mind 
and had agreed to the enquiry only in response to a pressing 

demand from a large section of the people* Secondly, 

Shri Bose has charged that two of the members of 3-man 
Committee were under a " mandat e 11 ' to arrive at findings 
which would conform with the pr e-conceived notion of the late 
Prime Minister Nehru that Netaji was dead. He has also 
charged that he was not taken into confidence by the other 
two members and was not shown all the relevant material to 
institute an impartial enquiry. The Conrnittee, he has asked 
was dominated by the two official members and considered only 
selective evidence which would only enable them to arrive at 
the pre-con ueived conclusion that Notaji had died in tho crash 
at Taihoku, Shri Bose has gone further to charge that some 
of tho officials of tho Government of India had tried to 
harass and pressurise him into accepting the conclusions of 
the other two members, 

12. Shri Bose mainly picked up small contradictions in 
details relating to the height of the aircraft, timing of 
the air crash, etc. He also maintained that there was evidence 
contradicting that there was any aircrash at all. This 
dissentient report was carefully examined by the Government 
and when laying the report on the table of the House on 
12.12,1956, Prime Minister Nehru said that Government adhered 
to their acceptance of the majority report. 

13. There have been repeated demands for undertalcing 
another enquiry ever since the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
Report was published. However, Government having accepted the 
findings of the Committee, have taken the position that unless 
fresh evidence or new facts were brought to light a further 
enquiry was not warranted. Rumours about Netaji ’s survival 
and whereabouts, etc* , have cropped up repeatedly,, Each of 
these, whenever brought to Government’s notice, has been 
investigated and generally found to be baseless. In 1962, 
rumour was spread that a Sanyas i of Shauimari Ashram was in 
fact Netaji, The Sanyasi, Swam! Shradhanand himself denied 
the rumour. Another claim made by Dr, S.N, Sinha that Netaji 
was incarcerated in Cell No, 46 of Yakutusk prison in Siberia 
has not been corroborated by any tangible evidence. 

Lt, Gen. Fujiwara of Japan who came to India to present 
Netaji ’s sword, while urging for further investigation, did 
not produce any evidence to contradict the findings of the 
Shah Nawaz Khan Enquiry Committee. Recently a press report in 
a Bengali Daily, "Jugantar" , based on information given by an 
ex-Indian army personnel, presently employed in West Bengal - 
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Police (as Inspector of police. Security Control, Calcutta), 
that Netaji left Singapore "by submarine towards the end cf 
1945 was investigated and found to be hearsay and vague 
information. The latest instance is of the news report 
claiming that Netaji Sub has Chandra Bose had spoken from 
Radio Moscow after the Tashkent Agreements On checking 
up with Radio Moscow authorities, it was discovered t at a 
student by the name of Subhas Chandra had in face made the 
br oadcast. 


pjyoHenag 

Prime 

Minister 

Hahns. _andi 
gpri Amiva 
Bose 


14, It has been claimed by Shri Amiya Nath Bose that 
Prime Minister Nehru, in his letter of April 22, 1964, to him, 
had accepted that "something should be done to finalize the 
question cf Netaji' s death." However, there is nothing to 
suggest, in the context of the entire correspondence, that 
at any time Prime Minister Nehru had entertained any doubts 
about the conclusions the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee Report, 
Presumably, what Shri Nehru had in mind was that something 
should be done to persuade those who still doubted this 
fact to accept the finality of the conclusions that Netaji 
was no more 0 Shri Amiya Bose has however claimed that 
a month before his death. Pandit Nehru had agreed that 
a proper enquiry Commission should be formed. 


MfijEOEanAuir; 15, On December 26, 1967, about 350 Members of Parliament 
hv 3fTo M.Ps sent a memorandum to the President demanding a fresh enquiry 
into the reported death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 0 They 
had urged that further enquiry be made in collaboration with 
the Governments of Japan and Taiwan, This memorandum was 
discussed at a Meeting of Secretaries held under the Chairman- 
ship of the Cabinet Secretary cm 16th February. 1968 to 
examine the various points raised. As far as the question of 
/ a fresh enquiry was concerned, the meeting was of the view 

that this was not warranted as no fresh evidence had been 
brought to light. This recommendation was brought to the 
Prime Minister's notice in connection with a question in the 
Lok Sabha on 2l c 2,'i968, The Prime Minister, in reply to the 
question, stated that "since no new facts have been brought to 
light, Government do not consider that any fresh enquiry is 
warranted. 


££ Gifts, 
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16, Shri Samar Guha wrote in May this year to the Prime 

Minister requesting for a judicial enquiry on the analogy of 
the enquiry being conducted in regard to Gandhiji's 
assassination 20 years after Mahatmaji’s death. The Foreign 
Minister in reply to this letter informed Shri Guha that the 
terms of reference of the enquiry being conducted into 


Mahatma Gandhi’s 
Gandhij£ ; s death 


assassination did not seek to 
, In the letter sent to the P 


establish 
rime Minister 
the appointment 
retired 
has been made 


by 44 M.P.s, dated August 7, the request for 
of a fresh enquiry Commission, consisting of 
Supreme Court Judges and eaiinent public men, 
on the ground that a fresh probe was being conducted in regard 
to the assassination of Mahatma Gandhi and that a judicial 
enquiry was also being conceded in response to a number of 

...5/- 


» 



M«Ps f request into the cause of death of the Jan Sangh 
Leader Shri Dindayal TJpadhy&y. It is quite obvious that 
these two examples that have been cited are not on all 
fours with the demand for an enquiry to establish the 
death of Net a j i Subhas Chandra Bose. 

17, The question of inquiry was again raised in the 
Lok Sabha on August 22, 1969 during the course of 
interpellation on Starred Question No. 8 Shri S.M, Banerji 
wanted to know why the Government could not appoint another 
Commission to .inquire .into the whole thing. The Home Minister 
replied "This matter is under the active consideration of 
the Government. The Prime Minister has recently received 
certain memorandum from Members of Parliament and we are 
very actively considering this.’ 1 

18# It is for consideration whether a Commission of 
Inquiry should be appointed* In case it is decided that 
such a Commission should be appointed, the mover of the 
resolution may be requested to withdraw the resolution on 
an assurance that Government will shortly appoint a 
Commission of Inquiry consisting of a single Judge of the 
Supreme Courts Minister of Home Affairs and Minister of 
External Affairs have seen this note. 



v/0v4? b 
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|J »P. Caj rihan, 

Deputy Secretary 


August 29, 1969, 


My dear Arora, 


Prime ..‘inis tar has desired that the note 
prepared by the Ministry of Horae Affaire on the 
* Disappearance of Metajl Subhas Chandra Bose In 
1945° in connection with a Private Member’s 
Resolution in the Lok Sabha may bo brought before 
the Cabin- t for consideration. I You would recollect 
/L. that this note was forwarded to the Department of 

Parliamentary Affairs for placing before the Cabinet 
Committee on Parliamentary Affairs for its consi- 
deration^ It is requested that 45 copies of the 
note, with suitable formal amendments, may kindly 
be sent to Cabinet Secretariat so that it may be 
circulated to members of the Cabinet before the 
next me eting. Tills may kindly be treated us 1 urgent* . 


Yours sincerely 


Sd/- 

(P*P. Caprihan) 


Shri G»K. Arora, 

Deputy Secretary, 
Ministry of Home AiTa 4 **® 



Copy to Shri H.N. Trivedi, Secretary, 
Department of Parliamentary Affairs. 


(P.P. Caprihan) 

Deputy Secretary to the Cabinet* 








«Tf?R5T/IMKSDIATE 

IT o J%Z-/J3%/G9 - Poll • 1 ( A. ) 
Government of India 
Ministry of Home Affairs 


ttt Sefrfrvlret 

New Delhi-1, the $ttj 1 1969. 

OFFICE M5M0RANDUM 

» , Subject: -Disappearance of Netaji Subhas 

Chandra Bose in 1945. 

+ I 

The undersigned is directed to send herewith 
4S copies of the Note for the Cabinet on the subject 
mentioned above, for the consideration of the Cabinet. 

^%u k ■ , 

(G.K. ARORA) 

Deputy Secretary to the Government of India. 



* 




To 

Shri P.P. Caprihan, 
Deputy Secretary, 
Cabinet Secretariat, 
New Delhi <> 
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SECRET 


COPY NO. * / 

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

Note for the Cabinet 

Subject:- Disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945. 

In April 1956, in response to the public 
demand, Government of India appointed an Enquiry- 
Committee to ascertain the circumstances concerning 

Netaji T s departure from Bangkok on 16.8.1945 and his 

^ > 

alleged death in an air-crash. The Committee 

consisted of the following :- 

(i) Shri Shah Nawaz Khan, M.P., i 

Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister of Railways and Transport; * 

(ii) Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, elder 

brother of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose; 
and 

(iii) Shri S.N. Maitra, I.C.S., formerly Chief 
Commissioner, Andamans and Nicobar. 

The Committee examined witnesses in Delhi, Calcutta, 

Bangkok, Saigon, Tourane and Tokyo. They also examined 

books and articles about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and 

studied relevant classified records pertaining to the 

matter. 

2. The members compared and discussed the state- 

ments of the witnesses whom they had personally 
interviewed and took into consideration the evidence 
from several sources. The three members of the 
Committee then arrived at certain broad conclusions and 
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* 

unanimously agreed that the report should be written on 
the basis of these conclusions. These were summarised 
in a list entitled "Principal points agreed to for Draft 
Report dated 30,6. 1956" • This was signed by all the 
three members of the Committee on 2.7.1956. 

3. Shri Suresh Chandra Bose had agreed with the 
principal conclusions and signed the documents contain- 
ing these on 2.7.1956. The conclusions confirmed that 
Neta;ji had, in fact, met his death in the crash on the 
18th August, 1945 at Taihoku. Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, 
however, submitted a dissentient report stating that 
there had been no plane crash involving Netaji's death 
as concluded in the Committee* s Report. 

v/ 

4. The Cabinet considered the Report of the 
Enquiry Committee signed by Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and 
Shri S.N. Maitra on 9th September, 1956 and accepted the 
finding that Neta^i had, in fact, met his death as a 
result of the air-crash on 18th August, 1945. The 
Cabinet also decided that "the question of bringing over 
Netaji’s ashes to India might be left for future 
consideration". A copy of the Report was laid on the 
Table of the House by late Prime Minister Nehru on 11th 
September, 1956 when he informed the House that the 
Government had accepted the findings of the Committee. 
The dissentient report too was placed on the Table of 
the House on 12th December, 1956, and in doing so the 
Prime Minister again confirmed that the Government had 


.../- 


SECRET 


W 

- 3 - 

accepted the majority report. 

5. Briefly, the conclusions of the majority were 
that about the spring of 1945 the defeat of the Axis 
Powers became likely, and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
began thinking of the future activities of himself on 
the one hand, and of the Indian Independence League and 
the Indian National Army on the other. As regards him- 
self, he decided to leave South East Asia and to take 
refuge in Russia, whence, in due course, he could re- 
emerge and continue the struggle for India’s freedom 
against the British. As regards the Indian Independence 
League and the Indian National Army, he appeared to be 
undecided and desired to consult with his allies, the 
Japanese, before imparting final instructions. 

6. With a view to implementing these intentions 
he left Bangkok on the 17th August, 1945, for Saigon, 
whence he had been promised passages for himself and 

6 companions by a Tokyo-bound Japanese military plane. 

7. At Saigon, however, there was a serious dis- 
appointment: only two passages in an Air Force bomber 
were offered by the Japanese Military Command, which, as 
a consequence of Japan’s surrender to the Allies on the 
15th August, 1945, found itself short of air transport. 
After some discussion Netaji found himself obliged to 
accept the 2 passages offered, and with the approval of 
his companions selected Col. Habibur Rehman to accompany 
him. Netaji and Col. Rehman accordingly took off for 
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Dissentient 

Report 

A 


Tokyo by the bomber about 5.00 p.m. on the 17th August, 
1945. 

8. Apart from Netaji and Col. Rehnan the bomber 
included 6 Japanese Service Officers as passengers, and 
a crew of 5 or 6 persons. 

9. The bomber landed for the night at Tourane on 
the Indo-Chlna coast at about 7.30 p.m. , and took to the 
air again with the same inmates at 5.00 a.m. the next 
morning. The next brief stop was at Taihoku in Formosa 
in the early afternoon of 18th August, 1945. While 
taking off from Taihoku later in the afternoon, however, 
the propeller and the port side engine of the bomber 
which appears to have been defective even from the start, 
suddenly dropped out, with the result that the plane 
immediately crashed about 50 metres off the run-way and 
burst into flames. Suffering from severe bums Netaji 
was carried into the Taihoku Military Hospital, where 
after some hours he passed away. 

10. Two days later, on the 20th, his body was 
cremated in the Taihoku Crematorium. His ashes were 
collected and temporarily kept in the Nishi (West) 
Honganji Temple in that city until the 7th September, 
1945, when they were flown to Tokyo. There they have 
since been lying in the Renkoji Temple. 

11. The main burden of Shri Bose’s dissentient 
report is that late Prime Minister Nehru had already 
made up his mind and had agreed to the enquiry only in 


... /— 
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it 


Continuing 
rumors about 

Neta.il ? s 

survival 


response to a pressing demand from a large section of the 
people. Secondly, Shri Bose has charged that two of the 
members of 3-man Committee were under a "mandate” to 
arrive at findings which would conform with the pre- 
conceived notion of the late Prime Minister Nehru that 
Neta.ji was dead. He has also charged that he was not 
taken into confidence by the other two members and was 
not shown all the relevant material to institute an 
impartial enquiry. The Committee, he has asked was 
dominated by the two official members and considered 
only selective evidence which would only enable them to 
arrive at the pre-conceived conclusion that Netaji had 
died in the crash at Taihoku. Shri Bose has gone further 
to charge that some of the officials of the Government of 
India had tried to harass and pressurise him into accept- 
ing the conclusions of the other two members. 

12. Shri Bose mainly picked up small contradictions 
in details relating to the height of the aircraft, timing 
of the aircrash, etc. He also maintained that there was 
evidence contradicting that there was any aircrash at all. 
This dissentient report was carefully examined by the 
Government and when laying the report on the table of the 
House on 12.12.1956, Prime Minister Nehru said that 
Government adhered to their acceptance of the majority 
report. 

13. There have been repeated demands for under- 
taking another enquiry ever since the Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee Report was published. However, Government 
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having accepted the findings of the Committee, have 
taken the position that unless fresh evidence or new 
facts were brought to light a further enquiry was not 
warranted. Rumours about Netaji's survival and ■where- 
abouts, etc., have cropped up repeatedly. Each of 
these, whenever brought to Government's notice, has been 
investigated and generally found to be baseless. In 
1962, rumour was spread that a Sanyasi of Shaulmari 
Ashram was in fact Neta^i. The Sanyasi, Swami Shradha- 
nand himself denied the rumour. Another claim made by 
Dr. S*N. Sinha that Netaji was incarcerated in Cell 
No. 46 of Yakutusk prison in Siberia has not been 
corroborated by any tangible evidence. Lt. Gen. Fujiwara 
of Japan who came to India to present Netaji's sword, 
while urging for further investigation, did not produce 
any evidence to contradict the findings of the Shah 
Nawaz Khan Enquiry Committee. Recently a press report in 
a Bengali Daily, "Jugantar", based on information given 
by an ex- Indian army personnel, presently employed in 
West Bengal Police (as Inspector of Police, Security 
Control, Calcutta), that Netaji left Singapore by 
submarine towards the end of 1945 was investigated and 
found to be hearsay and vague information. The latest 
instance is of the news report claiming that Neta.ji 
Subhas Chandra Bose had spoken from Radio Moscow after 
the Tashkent Agreement. On checking up with Radio 

Moscow authorities, it was discovered that a student by 
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the name of Subhas Chandra had in fact made the 
broadcast. 

14. It has been claimed by Shri Amiya Nath Bose 

that Prime Minister Nehru, in his letter of April 22, 

1964, to him, had accepted that "something should be 

done to finalize the question of Neta^i's death”. 

However, there is nothing to suggest, in the context of 

the entire correspondence, that at any time Prime 

Minister Nehru had entertained any doubts about the 
of 

conclusions_/the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee Report. 
Presumably, what Shri Nehru had in mind was that some- 
thing should be done to persuade those who still 
doubted this fact to accept the finality of the 
conclusions that Netaji was no more. Shri Amiya Bose 
has however claimed that a month before his death, 
Pandit Nehru had agreed that a proper enquiry 
Commission should be formed. 

15. On December 26, 1967, about 350 Members of 
Parliament sent a memorandum to the President demanding 
a fresh enquiry into the reported death of Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. They had urged that further 
enquiry be made in collaboration with the Governments 
of Japan and Taiwan. This memorandum was discussed 

at a Meeting of Secretaries held under the Chairmanship 
of the Cabinet Secretary on 16th February, 1968 to 
examine the various points raised. As far as the 
question of a fresh enquiry was concerned, the meeting 
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was of the view that this was not warranted as no fresh 
evidence had been brought to light. This recommendation 
was brought to the Prime Minister’s notice in connection 
with a question in the Lok Sabha on 21.2.1968. The 
Prime Minister, in reply to the question, stated that 
"since no new facts have been brought to light, 

Government do not consider that any fresh enquiry is 
warranted. 

16. Shri Samar Guha wrote in May this year to the 

Prime Minister requesting for a judicial enquiry on the 
analogy of the enquiry being conducted in regard to 
Gandhi ji's assassination 20 years after Mahatma ji’s death. 
The Foreign Minister in reply to this letter informed 
Shri Guha that the terms of reference of the enquiry 
being conducted into Mahatma Gandhi's assassination did 
not seek to establish Gandhi ji's death. In the letter 
sent to the Prime Minister by 44 M.Ps., dated August 7, 
the request for the appointment of a fresh enquiry 
Commission, consisting of retired Supreme Court Judges 
and eminent public men, has been made on the ground that 
a fresh probe was being conducted in regard to the 
assassination of Mahatma Gandhi and that a judicial 
enquiry was also being conceded in response to a number 
of M.Ps’ request into the cause of death of the Jan 
Sangh Leader Shri Dindayal TTpadhyay. It is quite 
obvious that these two examples that have been cited are 


not on all fours with the demand for an enquiry to 
establish the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


The question of inquiry was again raised in 


the Lok Sabha on August 22, 1969 during the course of 
interpellation on Starred Question No. 8 Shri S,M. 

Banerji wanted to know why the Government could not 
appoint another Commission to inquire into the whole 
thing. The Home Minister replied ’’This matter is under 
the active consideration of the Government. The Prime 
Minister has recently received certain memorandum from 
Members of Parliament and we are very actively 
considering this.” 

13. It is for consideration whether a Commission 
of Inquiry should be appointed. In case it is decided 
that such a Commission should be appointed, it may 
consist of a single Judge of the Supreme Court. 

Minister of Home Affairs and Minister of "External Affairs 
have seen tins note* 

Secretary to the Govt, of India 

• m 9 + • 

/^32/1 32/69-Poll, I(A)~/ 
new DEIHI-1. 

The 1st September, 1969. 
f.nhjnet Secretariat 


y fhfc 


( L > P. Singh.) 
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Mo. 10/21/CF-69 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 


INDIA 


(Department of Cabinet Affairs) 



• • • 


Subject}* Disappearance of Nataji 

Subhash Chandra Bose in 1949. 


Reference Ministry of Ho#e Affairs Mens. No. 32/ 


132/69»Pol 1.1(A) dated 1st September 1969, forwarding, 

45 copies of a Note for the Cabinet on the above subject. 
2# It is requested that draft Press Brief in respect of 
this item may be prepared and sent to us to g e ntl y unless 
the Ministry are of the view that the decision of the 
Cabinet in this case should not be released to the press; 
in that case the reasons fee such a view may be intimated. 


(R.N. Kalia) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 



To 


The Ministry of Home Affairs, 

(Shri G.K. Arora, Deputy Secretary) 
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COPY NO. \ 

New Delhi, the 2nd September 1969 . 

11th Bhadra 1891. 

A meeting of the Cabinet will he held at 10-00 A. M. 
on Friday, September 5 . 1969, in the Conference Room 
(No. 155 - First Floor) . Ministry of External Affairs . 

South Block. 

A G E N DA 


lb. 39/ CM/69 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 
(Department of Cabinet Affairs) 


1. Cultural Agreement between ( Minister of 

India and the Philippines. Education & 

(Paper dt. 30-8-69, attached). Youth Services) . 


2. Court deposits, deposits of 
minors and others under the 
guardianship of courts - 
deposits of wards under the 
court of wards and under the 
control of Managers, 

Encumbered Estates. 

(Paper dt. 22-8-69, attached). 

f 

3. Disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose -in 1945. 

{Paper dt.* 1*9-69, attached ) . 


( Minister of 

Labour and 
Reh abil i t a t i o n ) . 


( Minister of Hom e 
Affairs) . 


i- 

I 


M 


U UAJ* 

(R.N. KaLia) 
for Cabinet Secretary. 


To 


All Members of the Cabinet. 


Copy, with a copy of the enclosures, forwarded to 
the Secretary to the Prime Minister/ the Joint Secretary 
to the Prime Minister/the Private Secretary to the 
Prime Minister. 


SECRET 


P.T.O 


SECRET 




Copy, with a copy of t \ e enclosures, forwarded to 
the Secretory to the President/the Secretary to the 
Vice-President, for information. 


(! 


W.VI 

(R.N. Kalla' 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 


Invitation to attend the meeting in respect of Item No.l 
has been separately sent to the Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Education and Youth Services. 


Intimation about the meeting in respect of items shown 
against each has been separately sent to t- 


Secretary, Ministry of Education i 
& Youth Services. H 

I 

Secretary (EA II), Ministry of 

External Affairs ' I 
(Shri V.H. Coelho). j 

Secretary, Department of ii 

Rehabilitation. * J 

Finance Secretary. j 

Secretary (Expenditure), Ministry f 
of Finance. [ 


( Item 1) . 


(Item 2) . 


Secretary ( EA I), Ministry of 

-External Affairs ij 

* Kewal Singh). J: 

. » C r C o 


Secretory, Ministry of. Home 

Affairs. 

Foreign Secretary, Ministry of 
External Affairs 
(Shri T.N. Kaul ) . ) 


( Item 3) . 
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SECRET t£f>h * ( 9 IMMEDIATE 

No. 39/CM/59 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 
(Department of Cabinet Affairs) 


New Delhi, the 2nd September 1969 . 

ilth Bhadra 1891. 



The undersigned is directed to state that a meeting 

\ 

of the Cabinet will be held at 10-00 A,M. on Frida y, 

S eptember 5 . 1969, in the Conference Room (No, 155 - First 

V*- > 

F loor ) , Ministry of External Affairs . South Block , to 

•\ 

discuss inter alia the following 
SUB J E C T 


Disappearance of NotaJI 
Chandra Base in 1949. 

- (P*P»r dt. 1.9-69, 


This is itess 3 an the agenda. 



ih.m. Kalla) 

Und«r Secretary to thu Cabinet* 

Shrl Singh. 

Shri T.N. Kaul. 
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N 0.32/1 32/69-P ol. I (A) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 




New Delhi -1, the 3rd September ,1S( 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


&r 


#: 


Subjects- Disappearance of Netqj i Subhas Chandra Bose in 194 


Q* 


y* 


The undersigned is directed to refer 
to Cabinet Secretariat O.M. No. 10/21 /CF- 69 date'd 
the 2nd September 1969 and to forward herewith a 
/ draft brief for the press. It may be considered for 

release only in case Government were to decide in favour 
of a Commission. If the Government think that a 
fresh inquiry is not warranted, an alternative brief 
/ for the Press is enclosed. 




(G.K. Arora) 

Deputy Secretary to the Govt, of India 
Tele No. 373606. 


To 


The Cabinet Secretariat, 

(Shri R.N. Kalia, under Secretary) 

m pbi ai. 
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DRAFT PRESS BRIEF 


In April 1956 Government of India had appointed 
an Enquiry Committee consisting of Shri Shah Nava 2 
Khan, M.P., Shri Suresh Chandra Bose, elder brother 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and Shri S.N. Maitra, I.C.3 
to ascertain the circumstances concerning Netaji’s 
departure from Bangkok on 16.8.1945 and his alleged 
death in an air crash. The Enquiry Committee came to 
the conclusion that Netaji .had, in fact, met his death 
as a result of the air crash on 18th August 1945. 

Shri Suresh Chandra Bose however submitted a 
dissentient report stating that there had been no 
plane crash involving Netaji's death as concluded in 
the Committee’s Report. The Government had accepted the 
majority report. 

2. However, there have been repeated demands from KPs 
for a fresh enquiry into the reported death of Netaji. 

The matter was also raised in Parliament. The Govern- 
ment have considered the matter thoroughly and have 
decided to appoint a Commission of Inquiry under the 
Commissions of Inquiry Act 1952 to go into the 
matter. The Commission of Inquiry would consist of 
a single Judge of the Supreme Court. 


;i.t^hki',-b 3-::f 


Mr 
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In April 1956 Government of India had appoiri ed 
an Enquiry Committee consisting of 3hri Shah Nawa z 
Khan, K.P., Shri ouresh Chandra Bose, elder brother 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and Shri S.N. Kaitra,I.C,S. , 
to ascertain the circumstances concerning Netaji' s 
departure from Bangkok on 16.8.1945 and his alleged 
death in an air crash. The Enquiry Committee came to 
the conclusion that Netaji had, in fact, met his death 
as a result of the air crash on 18th August 1945. 

Shri Suresh Chandra Bose however submitted a 
dissentient report stating that there had been no 
plane crash involving Netaji's death as concluded in 
the Committee's Report. The Government had accepted the 
majority report. 

2. However, there have been repeated demands from KPs 
for a fresh enquiry into the reported death of Netaji. 

The matter was also raised in Parliament. The 
Government have considered the matter carefully and 
have come to the conclusion that a fresh enquiry into 
the matter is not w a rranted -, cxMm (w • 
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IMMEDIATE 

No*39/CM/69 COPY NO. ' ^ 

GOVERNMENT OF- INDIA . 

CABINET SECRETARIAT 
..department of Cabinet Affairs) 

New Delhi, the 6th r September., 1 909 . 

15th Bhadra, 1891, 

• m * * 

The undersigned is directed to enclose a copy 
of the minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held 

1 I , # 1 % 

on September 5, 1969 (Cases Nos ,203/39/69 to 205/39/69), 


aJ\j k _ 

(R.N. Kalia) 
for Cabinet Secretary, 

r / • • 
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All Members of the Cabinet, 


Copy, with a copy of the enclosures, and the relevant 
papers, forwarded to the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs 
and Shipping & Transport/the Minister of Irrigation & Power, 
for information. 


Copy, with a copy of the enclosures, forwarded to the 
Secretary to the Prime Minister/ the Joint Secretary to the 
Prime Minister/the Private Secretary to the Prime Minister. 


Copy, with a copy of the enclosures, forwarded to 
the Secretary to the President/the Secretary. .to. the.^Vic^- 
President, for information. 



(R.N. Kalia) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 


Copy of the minutes in respect of the cases shown 
against eaoh forwarded to:- 

Shri Bhakt Darshan, Minister of State 1 

in the Ministry of Education & X (Case No. 203/39/69 ) 
Youth Services. I 



Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 


SECRET 


P.T.O 



SECRET--- 
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Copy of the minutes in respect of Cases '3hown 
against each also forwarded tos- 


Secretary, Ministry of Education & 
Youth Services, 

Secretary (EA. IX), Ministry of.. 
External Affairs 

(Shri V.H. Coelho). 


X 

X 

X (Case No, 203/39/69). 

X 

X 


Secretary, Department of • 
Rehabilitation . 
finance Secretary, 

Secretary (Expenditure) , Ministry 
of finance . 

Secretary(EA I), Ministry of 
External Affairs 

(Shri Kewal Singh), 
Special Secretary, Department of 
Economic Affairs, 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X (Case No. 204/39/69 ) , 

X 

X 

l 

l 

X 


Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs I 
Foreign Secretary, Ministry of X 

External Affairs * X 
(Shri T ,N . Kaul). X 


(Case No. 205/39/69) . 




h 


t A 

(R.ir. Kalla) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet, 


< 
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50 copies. 
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COPY NO. 


MEETING OF THE CABINET HELD ~ - 

A T 10-nn A.M. ON FRIDAY . 

• SEPTEMBER 5 T 1969. 





• » 


P R. E.S E N T 

Shrimati Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister. 

Shri' Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, Minister of Industrial 

Development, Internal Trade and Company Affairs. 
Shri Bali Ram Bhagat, Minister of Foreign Trade' and 

Supply. 

Shri Y.B. Chavan, Minister of Home Affairs. 

Shri Jai Sukh Lai Hathi, Minister of Labour and 

Rehabilitation. 

Shri Jagjivan Ram , , Minister of Pbod and Agriculture. 

Shri P. Govinda Me non, Minister of Law and Social 

Welfare. 

Shri C .M . Poonacha, Minister of Steel & Heavy 

Engineering. 

Shri BLnesh Singh, Minister of External Affairs. 

Dr. Karan Singh, Minister of Tourism and Civil Aviation. 
Dr. Ram Subhag Singh, Minister of Railways. 

Sardar Swaran Singh, Minister of Defence. 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha, Minister of Information & 
Broadcasting, and Communications. 


ALSO PRESENT 

Shri Bhakt Darshan, Minister of State in the 
Ministry of Education & Youth Services (Item 1). 

IN ATTENDANCE 

Shri V. Nanjappa, Secretary, Department of 

Rehabilitation (Item 2). 

Shri L.P. Singh, Secretary, Ministry of 

Home Aff ai r s ( It ail 3 ) . 

Shri T.P. Singh, Finance Secretary (Item 2). 

Shri T.N. Kaul, Foreign Secretary (Item 3). 

Shri P .N . Haksar, Secretary to the Prime Minister. 

. _ Shri V.H. Coelho, Secretary(EA II), Ministry of 
. .* ‘ External Affairs (Item 1). 

Shri Kewal Singh, Secretary (EA I), Ministry of 

External Affairs (Item 2). 

Dr. I.G. Patel, Special Secretary, Department of 

Economic Affairs (Item 2) . 

, k Shri A.B. Chandiramani , Jeint Educational Adviser, 
Ministry of Education &' Youth Services (Item l). 
Shri A.P.V. Krishnan, Joint Secretary, Ministry of 
Finance (Deptt. of Expenditure) (Item 2). 
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Shri B. Sivaraman. 
Shri J.S. Mongiai 
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Disappe.arancg of Netaii Subhas 

Chandra Bose in 1945. 

— 

V • 


an 


The Cabinet considered the note dated September 1, 
1969 from Ministry of Home Affairs. 


2. On the question as to whether an inquiry was at 
all necessary, one view was that as no new evidence had 
come to light and a Commission of Inquiry would have no 
legal authority to function outside the borders of the 
country, little purpose would be served by setting up yet 
another Commission of Inquiry. It was appreciated, however, 
that as a number of Members of Parliament were insistent 
that a further probe into the cause of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose's death was necessary, it would not be possible 
to withstand the pressure. In this context, three possible 
alternatives, for satisfying the demand, were considered: 

(i) An eminent scholar may be asked to undertake 
an historical research into the circumstances 
leading to the disappearance of- Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, 

(ii) A retired judge may be asked to sift all 

available evidence with a view to advising 
whether a prima facie case existed for a 

> 

further probe, 

(iii) A Committee of three prominent persons may be 
requested to go into the question, both within 
the, country and outside. 
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Taking the political and other aspects of the 
problem into account, it was ultimately agreed that 
none of the alternatives may be suitable at present^ 
It was decided that no enquiry will be made now. If 
there is a consistent demand from a large section of 
the Members of Parliament the matter can be brought 
up later. 


♦KATARIA* REGRET 

10 copies. 


D.Q. No. 10/21/CP-6B 





J.S. fcongia. 

Joint Secretary to the Cabinet 





September 11* 1969. 



My clear Srinivaaavaradan, 




Please refer to Cabinet Secretariat Memo No. 39/ 


CM/69 dated the 6th September, 1969, forwarding a copy of 
the minutes of the Cabinet meeting held on September 5 t 
1969 relating to the item "Disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra ^ose in 1945". While approving the draft minutes, 
P.M, has minuted as under? 


"After much discussion, as far as I remember, the 
final decision was not to go further with the 
enquiry. My personal view is that we might explain 
the posi tion to the M.Pa who have signed. I doubt 
if many will support Shri Samar Guha once the posi- 
tion is made clear to them. However, if there is a 
consistent demand, we may consider having the matter 
informally examined by a competent and impartial 
person." 

A copy of the representation submitted by Members 


of Parliament to the Prime Minister on this subject is 
enclosed. You may kindly arrange to take further action 
as appropriate. 


Yours sincerely. 



Shri T.C.A. Srinlvasavaradan 
Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

NEW DELHI 


MEMBER CF PARLIAMENT 
(Lok Sabha) 


Parliament House, 
New Delhi-1, 
August 7, 1969, 


Members of Parliament 
(Lok Sabha) 



Smt. Indira Gandhi, 
Prime Minister of India 
liftq Pglhi. 


t 


Dear Madam, 


You will, we hope remember that over 350 members of 
Parliament made an earnest appeal to the Government to 
institute a fresh enquiry into the circumstances leading 
to disappearance of Netaji Subhash Chandra bose. Nearly 
100 other Members of Parliament extended their oral support 
to the appeal as they were not present in Delhi at the time 
of submission of the Memorandum to the Government, 

After a lapse of 20 years the Government of India very 
right^ly considered it desirable to order for a fresh probe 
into the background of the murder of Mahatma Gar.dhi. 


Recently the Government of India sympathetically agreed 
to a request made by a number of Parliament Members to 
institute a judicial enquiry into the* cause of tragic death 
of the Jan Sangh leader, f hri Dindaysi Upadhayay, 


0 ^ 



We trust that in a similar partriotic spirit you will 
aedept the appeal made to the Government by an ove tahelming 
majority (nearly two-third majority) of the Members of 
Par lament to set up a fresh enquiry Commission, consisting 
of retired Supreme Court and eminent publicmen, to make 
fresh probe into the circumstances leading te disappearance 
of Netaji S ibhash C andra R 0 se, 


We f ervently hope that the demand for a fresh enquiry 
about Netaji voiced by millions of our countrymen will not 
fail to evoke partriotic resoonse from you. Let us not 
forget tr® t a national duty to fulfil regarding Netaji Is 
overdue, 

Jai Hind* 

Yours sincerely, 

Sd/- 


7, A, 3 , Saigal 

8. T,S. Jadhav e 
9* S,N. Dwivedy 
10. Nath Pai 

W. V, Samba sivam 
12, K. Ambazhagan 


13, Kami Singh 

14, . P. Mandal 

15, P, Vsnkatasubbiah 

16, Madhu Limaye 

17, Rabi Ray 

18, Bal Paj Madhok, 


1, N,G, Ranga 

2, D.K. Kunte 

3 , Shashi Bhushan 

4, A.K. Chanda 

5, A.K, Sen 

6, K.N, Tewari 



* 19, ^8. Vajpayee 

20, S.fc. Joshi 

21, N.C. Chatter jee 

22, Hums yum Kablr 

23, Zla Pal Chaudhuri 

24, Samar Guha 

25, Tenneti Viswanathan 
2$, ^rityunjay Prasad 

27, D.S. Raju 

28. Susheela Rehatagi. 

. S.C. Samanta 

30. N.K.P, Salve 

31. Tridib Chaudhuri 

32. Bedahrata Barua 

33. Bra Seshiyan. 

• 34. Bakar All Pdrz * 

35. G.M. Bakshi 

36. M.M. Patel. 

37. Sharda Mukerji 

38. J.K. Choudhury 

39. B.K. Daschowdhury 

40. J. C^handa 

41. C.C, Desai. 

42. K.L. Gupta 

43. P.V, Shastri 






A 


Prim®. ^Minis ter * s S ec retariat 

Sub: Demand for a fresh Inquiry into the 
death of Eetaji Subhas Chandra Bose 


v> 
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A copy of the letter dated the 20th September, 

1969, from Shri Kulka Govinda lieddy, !'.P. , to the 
Prime Minister on the subject noted above is enclosed e 
We shall be grateful if the Cabinet Secretary would 
kindly let the Prime Minister have his comments on 
this letter. He may also like to suggest the lines 
on which she could consider sending a reply to 
Shri Reddy . 







i* rl 

Joint Secretary 
to the Prime Minister 



Mulka Govinda Reddy 
Member of Par lament 


Parliament House 
Few Delhi 


September 20, 1969 


Smt. Indira Gandhi, 

Pri e Minister of India, 
Few Delhi. 


Dear Madam, 

You will, I hope, remember that over 350 members of 
Parliament made an earnest appeal to the government to 
institute a fresh enquiry into the circumstances leading 
to disappearance of Fetaji Subhas Chandra Bose, nearly 100 
other members of Parliament extended their oral support to 
the appeal as they were not present in Delhi at the time 
of submission of the memorandum to the Government. 

After a lapse of 20 years the Govt, of India very 
rightly considered it desirable to order for a fresh probe 
into the background of the murder of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Recently, the Government of India sympathetically 
agreed to a request made by a number of Parliament members 
to institute a judicial enquiry into the cause of tragic 
death of the Jan Sangh leader, Shri Din Daval Upadhyaya. 

We trust that in a similar patriotic spirit you will 
accent t e appeal made to ghe Govt, by an overwhelming majorit 
(nearly two-third majority) of the 'IPs to set up a fresh 
Enquiry Commission, consisting of retired Supreme Court 
Judge and eminent public men, to make fresh probe into the 
circumstances leading to disappearance of Feta, 11 Subhas 
Chandra Bose. 

I fervently hope that the demand for a fresh enquiry 
about Feta - i voiced by millions of our countrymen will not 
fail to evbke patriotic response from you. Let us forget 
that a national duty to fulfil regarding Fetaji is overdue. 

Jai Hind , 


Yours sincerely, 


Sd/ Mulka Govinda Reddy 


CABINET SECRETARIAT 
(Department of Cabinet Affairs) 




I'* 

/t/ 



Subject:- Demand for a fresh Inquiry into the 
death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 


Reference Prime Minister's Secretariat u.o.No. 

PMS-1 8269 dated the 6 th October 1969, on the above subject. 
2. While approving the draft minutes of the meeting of 
the Cabinet held on September 5» PM had minuted as under:- 

"After much discussion, as far as I remember, 
the final decision was not to go further with 
the enquiry. My personal view is that we might 
explain the position to the M.Ps. who have signed. 

I doubt if many will support Shri Samar Guha once 
the position is made clear to them. However, if 
there is a consistent demand, we may consider 
having the matter informally examined by a 
competent and impartial person." 


The above directions of the Prime Minister were brought 


to the notice of the Ministry of Home Affairs for taking 
appropriate action in the matter. It is understood that 


the Home Minister proposes to call a meeting of the 44 
Members of Parliament who have signed the representation 
dated 7 th August 1969, to clarify the position. It is 
being suggested to the Ministry of Home Affairs that they 
may invite Shri Mulka Govinda Reddy also to the meeting. 


In view of this , it does not appear necessary to send any 
reply to Shri Reddy at this stage. 

3. Cabinet Secretary has seen. 


% 9 \ 

( J.S . Mongia) 

Joint Secretary to the Cabinet. 


PM's Secretariat (Shri G. Ramachandran, JS(I) to PM) 

v r Cabinet Secfct'. u.o.No. 10/21 /CP-59, dated 1"/-K)-69. 



D.O.No .10/21/CF-69 


J.S. Mongia, 

Joint Secretary to the Cabinet. 


October 17, 1969. 


My dear Srinivasavaradan, 






' V 


\\ i 






Kindly refer to my d.o. letter No . 10/21 /CF-69 
dated the 11th September 1969, relating to the demand 
for institution of fresh enquiry into the dfeappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. I enclose a copy of 
another representation dated 20th September 1969, received 
from Shri Mulka Govinda Reddy on the same subject. You 
may consider inviting Shri Reddy also to the meeting 
proposed to be called by the Home Minister, to clarify 
the position to the signatories of the memorandum dated 
7th August , 1 969 . 

2. Action taken in this connection may kindly be 
intimated to us for the information of the Prime Minister. 


Yours sincerely, 

(J.S. Mongia) 


Shri T.C.A. Srinivasavaradan, 
Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Home Affairs, 

New Delhi. 



Mulka Oovinda Reddy Parliament House 

Member of Parliament Blew Delhi 


September *20 , 19 9, 


Smt. Indira Gandhi. 

Prime Minister of India, 

New Delhi, 

Dear Madam, 

You will, I hope, remember that over 330 members of 
Parliament made an earnest appeal to the government to 
institute a fresh enquiry into the circumstances leading 
to disappearance of Netaji Subbash Chandra Bose , nearly IDO 
other members of Parliament extended their oral support to 
the appeal as they were not present in Delhi at the time 
of submission of Idle memorandum to the Government. 

After a lapse of 30 years the Govt, of India very 
rightly considered it desirable to order for a fresh probe 
into the background of the murder of Mahatma Gandhi, 

Recently, the Government of India sysmpathetically 
agreed to a request mede by a number of Parliament members 
to institute a judicial enquiry into the cause of tragic 
death of the Jan Sangh leader, hri Din Dayal Upadhyaya, 

We trust that in a similar patriotic spirit you will 
accept the apeal made to the Govt, by an overwhelming majority 
(nearly two- third majority) of the MPs to set up s fresh 
Enquiry Commission, Consisting of retired Supreme Court 
Judge and eminent public men, to make fresh probe i to the 
circumstances leading to disappear nee of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose, 

I fervently hope that the demand for a fresh enquiry 
about Netaji voiced by millions of our countrymen will not 
fail to evoke patriotic response from you. Bet us forget 
that a national duty to fulfil regarding Netaji is overdue, 

Jai Hind, 


Yours sincerely, 
Sd/« Mulka Govlnda Reddy 


Samar Guha 

MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 
(LOK SABHA) 




PARLIAMENT HOUSE 
NEW ULEHI -X. 

August 7, 1309. 


ant. Indira Gandhi, 

Prime Minister of India. 

wu&m* 

Dear Madam, 

You will, we hope, remember that over 350 Members of 
Parliament made an earnest appeal to the Government to institute 
a fresh enquiry into the circura stances leading to disappearance 
of Netajl Subha s Chandra B se • Nearly 100 other Members of 
Parliament soften ded their oral support to the appeal -s they were 
not present in Delhi at the time of submission of the Memorandum 
to the Government. 

After a lapse of 20 years the Government of India very 
rightly considered it desirable to order for a fresh probe into 
the background of themur "er of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Recently the Government of India sympathetically agreed to 
a request made by a mamba r of Parliament Members to Institute a 
Judicial enquiry into the cause of tragic death cf the Jan "angh 
leader, Shri Dlndayal Up&’yay. 

We trust that in a similar patriotic spirit you will accept 
the appeal made to the Government by an ov r whelming majority 
(nearly two-thi rd majority) of the ''embers of I aril ament to set 
up a fresh Enquiry Uonmission, consisting of retired Supreme 
Court Judge s and eminent publiemen, to make fresh probe into the 
ci return stances leading to disappearance of Netajl Suthas Chandra 
Bose. 

We fervently hope that the demand for a fresh enquiry about 
Netaji voiced by millions of our countrymen will not fail fc o 
evoke patriotic response from you. Let us not forget that a 
National duty to fulfil regarding Netaji is overdue . 

Jai Hindi 

Ycurs sincerely, 
y 3d/- 
1, -< .G . Rang a 

12. D.K. Kunte 
3 9 Shashi Bhushnn 
S4 0 A.K. Chanda 
• / 5. A.K. 

^5, K.N. Tevari 
^ • A * -> • alg 1 
9. T.3. Jadhav 

-'9. S. . Dwivedy 
40. Nath Pai 
ll. 7, Samba si van 
Afi» K. Ambazh^gan 
NL3. Kami Singh 
■14. 3 ,i*. Mandal 

vi5. P* Venkatashbhaiah 
^16. Madhu Lira a ye 
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Rabl Ray 
3al Raj Madhok 

A, B* Vajpayeo 
S«H • Joshi 
N.C. Chafcterjee 
Hunayun Kabir 

I la Pal Chaur’hurl 
Samar Guha 
Tenneti VI swan than 
Mrityunjay Prasad 
D«S« Raju 
3u<3jeela Rohatgl 
3.C, Samars ta 
H «K «P • Salve 
Trldlb Chaudhuri 
Bedabrata Barua 
Era Sesfciyan 
Bakar All Mjrrza 
G J4 . Raksfci 
M.d. Patel 
Siarda Muter jl 

J. I# Choudhury 

B, S* Dasehowdbury 
J « Chanda 

C, C* Desal 

K. L • Quota 
G.C. Swell 
P.V. Sh&etrl 


• « • » 


/ 

* 
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A 
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MINISTRY IF HTME AFFAIRS 

• • • 



Will you please refer to your H.O.No.PMS 19143 
dated 17th October 1969 and also the representation 
submitted by Members of Parliament to the Prime 
Minister for institution of fresh inquiry into the 
circumstances leading to the disappearance of Netajl 
Subhash Chandra Bose in 1946? The Home Minister has 
decided to convene a meeting on 90th November at 
9,30AM with a view to discuss the matter with all the 
Members of Parliament who have expressed themselves 
in favour of the proposal to have a fresh inquiry. 

The list of Members of Parliament who have been called 
for this meeting is enclosed. 


(R.Kuppu Rao) 
Hnder Secretary 




Sr- //• 67 


• • • • 



(, t-' 


Copy to Cabinet Secretariat with reference 
to their D.O.No, dated 11 th September 

1969. 




! 


(R.Kuppu Rao) 

TJnder Secy, to the ffiovt. of India. 


1 


r 


List of M.Ps. who have been called for a 
meeting. 


1. Prof. N.G. Ranga, 

2. Shri D.K. Kunte. 

3. Shri Shashi Bhushan. 

4. Shri A.. IT. Chanda, 

5. Shri K.N. Tewari. 

6. Shri A.K. Sen. 

7. Shri A.S. Saigal. 

8. Shri T.S. Jadhav. 

9. Shri S.N. Dwivedy. 

10. Shri Nath Pai. 

11. Shri K. Arabazhagan. 

12. Shri Kami Singh 

13. Shri B." • Mandal 

14. Shri P. Venkatasubbiah. 

15. Shri Madhu Limaye. 

16. Shri V. Sambasivam. 

17. Shri A.B. Vajpayee. 

IP. Shri S.M. Joshi. 

19. Shri N.C. Chatter jee 

20. Shri Bal Raj Madhok. 

21. Shri Rabi Ray. 

22. Smt. Ila Pal Chaudhuri. 

23. Shri Samar Guha. 

24. Shri Tanneti Vi'wanathan 

25. Shri Mrityunjay Pd. 

26. Shri D.S. Raju 

27. Shri S.C. Samanta. 

28. Smt. Susheela Rohatagi. 

29. Shri N.K.P. Salve. 

30. Shri Tribid Chaidhuri. 

31. Shri Bedabrata Barua 

32. Shri Era Seshiyan. 

33. Shri Bakar Ali Mirza. 

34. Shri G.M. Bakshi 
36. Shri N.M. Patel 

36. Smt. Sharda Milker ji 

37. Shri J.K. Choudhury 

3 P. Shri B.K. Daschovdhury . 
39 • Shut. J • Chanda . 

40. Shri C.C. Desai 

41. Shri K.L. Gupta 

42. Shri P.V. Shastri. 


:v.-.rzi; s 


CABINET EEC BETA HI AT R7 sP..n^AL 

(Department of Cabinet Affairs) MESSENGER 



Subject*- Demand a fresh inquiry infeo the 

disappearance of Netaji Subhosh Chandra Bose. 

/ / 

Reference Minisliry of Rosie Affairs endorsement on their 

v r< 

u.o* No *29/43/69- Poll *11 , dated 5th November 1969, on the 
above subject with which a list of 49 MPs invited in the 
meet in? 'with Home Minister on 20th November, 1969 was attached. 
2. On comparison with the original co uni cation it is 
found that the names of Shri G.d. Swell, MP, and Prof. Humayun 
Kabir wno had also signed the memorandum haJS.- been left out. 
Attention In this connection ia invited to Shri J.S. Mongia, 
Joint Secretary to ths Cabinet D.O. letter 10.10/2VCF-69, 
dated 17th October 1969 to Shri T.C.A. Sriuivasav&radan, 

Joint Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs with which a copy 
of the representation received from Shri Kulfca Govinfia Reddy 
and a list of 44 MPs who h&d made a demand for fresh Inquiry 
was sent. It Is requested that if the Ministry of Rome Affairs 
see no objection thny may Invite temh Shri Swell and also 
Shri Raddy to attend the meeting on 20th November. Action 


taken may kindly be Intimated to this Secretariat. 



(R.N, Xalia) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 

\s 


Ministry of Home Affairs ( Shri, , ft , » ■ VntoT Secretary) , 

Cabinet Sectt. u. o »Nc« 10/21/0^-69, dated 13—11-69 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 

• ♦ • 


I MMEDI ATE 

„ * 3 " 


Subject: Demand for a fresh inquiry to go into the 
circumstances leading to the disappearance 
of Netaji. 

• • * - 

/} ^ 

Will you kindly refer to your u.o. dated 13th 
November 1969 on the subject noted above? 

S/Shri G.G. Swell and Mulka Govinda Reddy have 
also been invited for the meeting proposed to be held 
on 20th November 1969. 



fvi\r> —•'fir's/' t 

‘ u / M 

(R.Kuppu Rao) 

Tnder Secretary 

r inet Secretary( Shri R.N. Kalla, TJ.S.) 

H. A. T J.0.No.WW69-Poll.II. dated /tf .// . ^ 


SECFET /IMMEDIATE 


t _ 



No. 29/48/69- Pol 1. II 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 


New Del hi- 1 
February, 1970, 


OFFICE MEMORANDUM 


Subject:- Di saopearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in ]045. 



The undersigned is directed to serd 
herewith 45 conies of the Note for the Cabinet on 
the subject mentioned above, for c onsideration 
of the Cabinet. 



0F D 1TTY SECRETARY TO THE GOVERNMENT T INDIA. 


i 


To 



Shri R.N. Kalia, 

Under Secretary, ^ . , *. 

Cabinet Secret ar i at ^ y J 

New De 1 hi ♦ 


V 
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CO°Y No. 
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MINISTRY (F HOfvIE AFFAIRS 


NOTE FOR TEE CABINET 


m 



# 


✓ 





l 
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Subject:- Fresh inquiry into disappearance of Neta.ji 
Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 - Demand for. 

The Cabinet in its meeting held on September 5, 1969* 
considered a note on the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bo^e in 1945, submitted by the Ministry of Home Affairs. It was 
decided that no fresh inquiry may be undertaken now, but if there 
is a persistent demand from a section of Members of Parliament, the 
matter can be brought up later. While approving the draft minutes 
of the Cabinet orcceeriinos, the Frime Minister had observed that if 
the position were to be explained to the Members of Parliament who 
had sioned the memorandum demanding a fresh inquiry, it was doubtful 
whether many would support the demand. The Prime Minister, also 

observed # "however if there is a consistent demand, we may consider 

% 

having the matter informally examined by competent and important persons 

2. 45 Members of Parliament, who had signed a letter 

dated 7th August 1969 to the Prime Minister suggesting the appointment 
of a new commission of inquiry, were requested by the Home Minister 
to attend a meeting to discuss this matter. Eighteen Members 
accordingly attended a meeting on 5th December 1969 and views 
expressed by them arc summarised Jn the attached minutes of tho meeting, 

3, Shri Amiyanath Bose spoke at length explaining why a 

fresh judicial inquiry was celled for. All Members present, except .) 
Shri K.N. Tiwari, agreed with C'hri Amiyanath Bose that the matter 


• • •/• 


SKCEST 


% 




required to be inquired into afresh by oersons with judicial 
experience. The Home Minister soecificallv inquired whether it 
would not be sufficient if a Judge were to be requested to 
scrutinise the available evidence and advise whether there was 
n prima fac ie case for a further judicial inquiry , The Members 
present did not agree that this would be sufficient. The Home 
Minister promised to the Members present that their views would 
be placed before the Cabinet. The trend of the discussion thus 
clearly showed that the conclusions of the Shah Nawaz Khan Comn^ttee 
did rot find acceptance. The Flpme Minister, therefore, feels 
that it would be advisable to appoint a fresh Commission of Inquiry 


to set at rest any doubts on this sensitive issue. It is for 
consideration whether in view of the suoport extended for a demand 

for a fresh inquiry by Members of Parliament lie longing to different 

\ 

political parties, another Commission of Inquiry should be appointed, 

y \ y 

4. Minister of Home Affairs and Minister of Sxternal Affairs 


have s^eH^thi* not 




( L.P. STNGH 


}y 


Secretary to the Government of Inula 


(29/48/60 f. Pell. IT) 

NEN DE LHI- 1 
The February, 1970. 



Cabinet Secretariat 


Minutes of the meeting held on 6-12-6S 
at 9,3® A.M. in room No. 62, Parliament House. 


The Members of Parliament (as per list attached) attended 
the meeting. 

2. The Home Minister stated that the memorandum presented 
by Members of Parliament suggesting a fresh inquiry into the 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhash 
Chandra Bose was carefully considered by the Cabinet# The 
difficulty in this matter was that the inquiry by the Shah 
Nawaz Khan Committee took place about 13 years ago and the 
Committee had then considered all available evidence# It is 
doubtfal whether, now, after lapse of so much time any fresh 
evidence would be available on the subject# The Cabinet had, 
however, decided that the position should be explained to the 
Members who had presented the memorandum and their views 
should be ascertained. The Home Minister invited the Members 
to express their views. 

3. Shri Amiyanath Bose traced the background leading to 
the appointment of the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee. Even at 
that time, he was of the view that a Committee on this subject 
should be constituted only with persons of high judicial 
standing who had the experience of going into questions of 
evidence. Secondly, he also felt that no member of the Bose 
family should be on the Committee because he would lack 
objectivity. Regarding the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee Itself, 
he had always taken the view that the Committee was not capable 

of inquiring into a question of such national importance. Since 

• ^ * * • 1 ^ 

the publication of the report of the Committee, he had been 

pressing his demand for an inquiry by Judges of standing. The imp re 
ssion he formed after his conversations with late Pandit 


I 


N jeru s th.it Pandit Njhru had r oct od tho fin dines f th « 

Shoh Naya. r ; Khan Committ e. Tho Prime Minister had than written 
to him to at at that something should be don o to finalise the 
question cf Njteji's d ?ath. Before Pandit Nehru could taka 
any decision in the matter ho suddenly passed away. 

Regarding the possibility of fresh evidence, Seri Bo so’*-' 
made tie e. following points: 

(1) Ho had b vn informed that the Government of Japan 
would still be willing to collaborate and cooperate with any 
Committee of Judges or any Judicial body that may inquin into 
tho matter. 

(2) According to -his information, three intelligence 
parties wnt from different directions to Taihoku where the 
air crash is alleged to have taken place. One party went 
from Delhi, another party wont from the headquarters of Lord 
Mountabattoh and tho third was an intelligence party sent 

from Gja. McArthur’s headquarters in Tokyo. Dr. Radha Vinod -A. 
Pal, who was a member of tho International War Crimes Tribunal 
in Tokyo, had learnt from an American colleaguo on the 
Tribunal that the finding of the intelligence party which 
went from Gen. McArthur's headquarters was that the evidence 
regarding the air crash was inconclusive. Secondly, a war 
correspondent by name Alfred Wag g, who had arrivod in Tokyo 
along with Gen, McArthur, had told Gandhiji in his presence 
that the photograph of the damaged air craft which was roportod 
to have crashed in Taihoku airport could not have been taken 
in Taihoku airport. Tho location did not tally. It was on 
the basis of conversations with this war correspondent that ^ 
Gandhi ji had made a statement that Netaji Bose was alive. 

Ho admitted that tho war corrospondon t f s story cannot ns^bo 


• • • 


V- 


i 


*9 

' or chjck 'd up because* th old airport at Tsih 0 ku no longer exists 
and in its pi oca a modern ho t el has bo„n built up. 

. (3) Th j explanations regarding the absence of any photograph 
of th :• dead body of Subhash Chandra Bcsj ar. not convincing. 

The Japan "'S-a version was that it was against Japanese custom to 
photograph a dead body. Th. explanation given by Shri Habib- 
ur-R»hman was that a photograph was not taken because Netaji’ s 
fac^, was disfigured duo to bums. But when ho was ask’d as to 
why a photograph of his body was not taken when them woro many 
persons in India who recognised Njtaji’s body he had no explana- 
tion. 

(4) Several discrepancies discredit the raport of the Comm- 
ittee. The story given out was that Netaji had sustained serious 
injuries. But at the same time it was stated that Netaji got 
out of the plan "» without being assisted by anybody. It was 

also said that his uniform had caught fire. But ho was not 
wearing any unifom and ho had got into civilian clothes in 
Saigon. 

(5) Shri Habib -ur-RJimsn had brought a watch, which according 
to him, was wo in by Netaji at the time of the aircrash. It was 
given out that it had stopped at th<~> time the ^ircrash took place. 
The air crash was reported to hav taken place at 2,30 P.M. But 
the watch had stopped an hour earlier than 2.30 P.M. Further, the 
watch before it reach d Calcutta was open d by experts at the 
instance of late Mr.Bhulabhai Dosai, The watch contained oil ’ . 
when it was opened. According to Shri Bhulabhai Ddsfci , the 
watch which came into contact with so much fire could not contain 
oil, more so when its leather band was also burnt. Ho was there- 
fore not willing to accept that the watch was ’^orn by Netaji. 

(6) Regarding th > actual anno un cement, tho Japanese 

...V- 



Government admits, and there Is some Indication In the 
Shah Nawaz Khan Committee report also, that some time In 
July, 1945, hfctajl asked the Japanese Government to negotiate 
on his behalf with the Soviet Ambassador to see whether 
Netaji with at least 100 men could shift his activities into 
the Soviet Zone. The Soviet authorities refused to agree. 

On 6th of August 1945, the first atom bomb foil on Hiroshima 
and on 7th August the Soviet army started marching into 
Manchuria. It was only at that stage thgt the Japanese 
Government agreed to place a plane at Netaji's disposal and 
reach him to Dairen. It was further agreed that after he had 
safely landed at Dairen, the Japanese Government would announce 
his death. Therefore, the news of the death of Netaji was 
pre-planned, though the Japanese Government sources also say 
that the air crash in fact had occuircd and, therefore, the 
announcement about his death was a true announcement. 

(7) According to the Japanese Government, arrangements 
had been made for Shri Shah Nawaz Khan and others in the 
Committee to visit Taihoku and the Chinese girl who had 
attended on Nctaji at the time of his death. 3hri Shah 
Nawaz Khan and others did not avail of the opportunity and 
reasons for their failure to do so are not known* 

(8) It is true that a good deal of evidence had disappeared. 
But he was quite sure that some of the knowlegeablc persons 

arc still alive. If the matter Is further dolayod, we will 
of course lose further ovidcncc. 

(9) Sato's evidence, on the basis of which the dissenting 
report was given by his uncle, will require to be tested* 

A, 

According to him, Sato was an anti-aircraft gunner at Taihoku 


5 / 


( 

Cairport. According to him, th nr o was nr aircr^sh. Thoro 

■ 

was only o forc'd landing by a plan - }. Suddenly, a military 
jeep turn 3 d up and seme p :<opl 3 g jt into tho joop and wont 
away. Ha (Shri Bose hirns Hf) had cross- examined Sate for 
four hours and his conclusion was that his evidence was 
utterly u sol oss. 

(10) Ho thought that th era wore certain materials in the 

custody of Government of India \hich wore not placed before 

tho Shah Nawaz Khan Committee. He too had some material 

which would b i placed b ’fore tho n 3w Commission. There are 

possibilities of getting people who can give aviden co. 

Thor’ 1 are people who were involved in this air crash. He, 

therefore, suggested th^t it should be treated not so much, 

but 

as a question of fresh evidencr/as the need for a fresh 
inquiry into the evidence available. 

4, Shri S.N. Dwivedi agreed that there was need for a 
fresh inquiry to remove the doubts about tho death of Notaji 
in the air crash from the minds of the people. But he did 
not share the views of Shri BoSj that members of tho Bos a 
family should net be included in the Commission, A mere’ 
judicial inquiry may not satisfy people. 

5, Shri Balraj Madhok said that he had visited plac<is in 
Burma, Bangkok and Taiwan whore Notaji had livod and workod. 
Pucple of these places expressed doubts whether N-otaji was 
de p d. The Government of Taiwan had also no Information about 
the air crash. Thjy were prepared to cooperate fully. Honco 
an inquiry commissirn should be appointed and Shri Amlyanath 
Bose should be Included in the Commission. 

6, Shri S.M. Jcshi supportad the view that a fresh inquiry 
should bo made and pointed out that Pandit Jawaharlal N ahru 
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him £ ,’lf t'jit thjn-jd f c r finalising tho question. Accor^ng 
to him, th evid me., that was giv jn to the Shah Nawaz Khan 
Gommittoi was not assess jd properly and they took it for 
granted that th; death was € fact, 

7. Seri Ituntj said th t the findings of th. _ enquiry 
Commission are not conclusiv. ?.nd that a fresh enquiry should 
b vi h -JLd. 

8. Sari B.K. Da schcwdhury said that tho Si ah Na#z 
Committee's report did not conclusively prove th t an air crash 
took place on 18th August and that Notaji was in the plane. 

Ho supported th<& appointment of a fresh commission, 

9. Shri Samar Guha said that the report of the Siah Nawaz 
Committee did not convince the people. There was no 
conclusive proof in its r port that N eta j i is dead. He invited 
Honro Minister’s attention to the memorandum which 35 q Members 
of Parliament had submitted to the Primo Minister in this 
connection. Ho said that ho had visit ?d Burma and Japan and 

* 

met all the friends of Notaji. But ho did not como across 

any evidence to show that Natali was really dead, Tho 

intelligence report of tho American authorities had not also 

a 

boon gone through. Therefore, ha suggested that^frosh inquiry 
should be mado by a Judge of the Supreme Court and two or throe 
publiemen in whose integrity the public has full confidence. 

10. Sarvashri Bakar ^li Mirza, K.L. Gupta, Rabi Ray, 

Tridib Chaudhuri and Era Sozhiyan supported that fresh inquiry 
should bo mado by parsons with judicial oxporionco. 


\ 


11. £2iri Mulka Govinda Roddy agreed with the demand that 


a fresh inquiry should bo conducted. Hj siad that during his 

.... 7 /- 


visit to Kualslampu r ho hod mot cor to in people, non of .hem 
b li vod that Notaji was d ’ad. Ha r 'ferrod to his discussions 
.,1th Foreign Office p -argons of TJLpch. Ho was told that th ay 
had constituted a coll to inquire into the matter and that 
they firmly believed that Notaji novor died in the alleged 
aircrash. Ho was also told that they wore proper jd tc cooperate 
with any commission that tho Govammorst of India might constitute 
to go into the question. 

12. Sir! Shashi Bhushan supported that a fresh inquiry 
Commission should bo appointed. Ho also suggostod that retired 
in t ell ig on co officers liko Shri Muilick should be associated 
with tho commission. Ho also supported tho viow that 

Shri Amiyanath Bo so should be included in the Commission. 

13. Shri K.N. Tiwsri, however, expressed his disagreement 
with the views expressed by Shri Amiyanath Bose. Ho said 
that since there was no new evidence, there was no need for 
any fresh inquiry. If Notaji were alive, ho would not Lave 
kept himself hidden. 

14. Shri H. C. Chat tor joe exprossod tho view that there had 
bon no real cross-examination or judicial inquiry. Govamm&rit 
should, therefore, agree to a judicial inquiry in order to 
satisfy people and to remove all doubts. 

15* The Home Minister promised that he would report to tho 
Cabinet the trend of the discussions at tho mooting and tho 
views oppressed. Ho further said that an alternative to a formal 
judicial inquiry would be to request a judge to scrutinise tho 
evidence and advise whether thorn was a prima fa ci o case for 
a further inquiry. Ho wish 3d to know tho reactions of the 
Members. Shri Amiyanath Bos o stated that such an alternative 
procedure would not satisfy the people. Unless the available 


'Vi d ■■n co has bon tested by cross-examination to ascertain 
truth, it will be impossible for any judge to give aay 
opinion merely on the basis of dead records, What is 
requir 'd is that an omin >nt judge should examine what ever 
material is already available, and also have the opportunity 
to take evidence afresh of p ersons who may havo given vldmco 
before, to find out the truth. A proper commission of inquiry 
will rous-j public sympathy. It should bo an inquiry in public 

16. Tho Homo Minister inquired whether a commission of 
inquiry would be competent to record evidence and cross- oxamin 
witnesses in foreign courts, Shri Amiyanath Bos c stated 

that according to his information, Japanese Government and 
people would allow such ovidon co to bo rocordod and witnesses 
to bo cross-examined, Tho Gcvemmont of Formosa would also 
be wining to cooperate, 

17. Tho Heme Minister assured the Mjmbors that their 
views would be placed boforo tho fLblnot, 


I 
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SECRET C ' 

No.l4/CM/70 . COPY 'NO. y_) 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 
(Department of Cabinet Affairs) 


New Delhi, the 3rd March. 1970 . 

12th Phalguna, 1891. 


The agenda for the Cabinet meeting to be held at 
6-05 P .M. on Friday . March & f 1970, in the Cabi net Room (No. 9,) . 
Parliamen t House, will be as follows :- 


SUBJECTS 


1. Cultural Agreement between 
India and Kuwait. 

(Paper dt.20.2.70, attached ) . 

2. Code of Conduct for broadcasting 
on AIR for talks by individuals. 

(Paper dt.27.2.70, attached ) . 

3. Establishment of a textile mill 
in Malaysia in collaboration 
with M/s. Birla Spinning & 
Weaving Mills Co. Ltd., Delhi. 

(Paper dt.16.2.70, attached ) . 

4. Revision in the rates of 
royalty on iron ore. 

(Paper dt. 18.2.70, attached ) . 


( Minister of Education 8. 
Youth Services ) . 


( Minister of Information 

& Broadcasting, and 

Co mmunica tions) . 

( Minister of Foreign 

Trade ) . 


( Minister of Petroleum 

and Chemicals, and 

Mines £ Metals ). 


5. Observance of closed holidays.. (Mi n ister of Home 

on days of important festivals Affairs ) 

of minority communities. 

(Paper dt. 13. 2.70, attached ) . 

6. Shri Subimal Dutt, fbs (Retired-) , ( -do- - ) 

Central Vigilance Commissioner - 

Proposal to continue him to hold 
office beyond the age of 65 years. 

(Paper dt.24.2.70, attached ) . 


7. Upgradation of the posts of ( -do- ) 

Chief Secretaries in Manipur, 

Tripura, Pondicherry, Andaman 
& Nicobar Islands. 

(Paper dt.5.2.70, attached ) . 


P.T.O. 
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8, Revision of pay scale of Private ( Minister of Home Affairs ). 
Secretaries to Cabinet Ministers/ 

Ministers of State - 

(Paper dt.28.2.70, attached ) . 


9. Fresh inquiry into disapnearance ( 

y of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in - 
1945 - Demand for. 

‘'-(Paper dt.18.2.70, attached ) . 

10. Service conditions of High Court ( 
and Supreme Court Judges - 
Proposals for liberalisation. 

(Paper dt. 25. 2*70, attached ) . 

11. Promotion of Scheduled Castes and ( 
Scheduled Tribes officers to 
certain posts of Class I on the 
basis of seniority subject to^the 
rejection of' unfit in order to 
improve the representation of 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes in higher grades of 

Class I posts/services. 

(Paper dt.26.2. 70, attached ) . 

12. - Proposals for (i) revision of ( 

percentages of reservation in 
services for Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes, ( i i ) for 
'utilisation' of vacancies reserved 
for' Scheduled Castes in favour of <• 
Scheduled Tribes and vice-versa; 
and (iii) for increasing the period 
for carrying forward the reserved 
vacancies. 

(Paper dt.-26.2.70, attache d ) . 

13. Policy regarding scales of ( 

pay for employees of certain 

Union Territories. 

(Paper dt.3.3V70, attached ) . 


-do- 


-do- 


-do- 


-do- 


-do- 


) 

) 

) 


) 


) 


14. Economic and Technical Cooperation ( Minister of External 
with Afghanistan.' Af f airs ) . 

(Paper dt.3.3.70, attached).. 
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(R.N. Kali a) 
for Cabinet Secretary. 


To 

All Members of the Cabinet. 
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Copy, with a cony of the enclosures, forwarded to the 
Minister of Parliam ntary Affairs, and Shipping & Transport, 

with a rec u e st to atte nd the meeting . 


Copy, vvit:. a copy of the enclosures, forwarded to the 
Secretary to the Prime ' Minister/the Joint Secretary to the 
Prime Minister/the Private Secretary to the Prime Minister. 

Copy, iah a copy of the enclosures, forwarded to the 
Secretary to the President/the Secretary to the Vice-President, 
for information. 


I 


U> 


(R.N. Kalia) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 


Invitations to attend the meeting in respect of 
items shown against jch has been separately sept toi- 

Deputy hairman, Planning Commission. J* . 

Minister of State in the Ministry jf (item 4 ), 

of Petroleum and Chemicals, <nd jj 
Mines & Metals I 

(Shri Jog an a th' Rao) J 

Minister of Irrigation & Power. * (Item 14 ). 

5 


Intimation about t » meeting in respect of items shown 

against each has been separately sent to: - 


Secretary, Ministry of Education & 

Yo u :h Se rvic e s . 

Secretary(Ucst) , Ministry of External 

Af fairs . 

Secretary, Ministry of Information 
& Broadcasting. 


0 (Items 1 and 14). 
5 

5 (Item 1). 

2 

5 ( Item 2 ) . 

5 

4 


Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs 5 (Items 2,10 and 12 ), 

A 

Secretary , Ministry of Foreign Trade 5 (Items 3 and 4 ). 


Secret ry (East), Ministry of External 

Af 'airs. 

Finance Secretary . ^ 

Secretary (Expenditure } Ministry c 

Finance. 


5 (Item 3). 

5 


£) (items 3 ? 4 

13 and' 14) ( 




,-, 7 , 8 , 10 , 


Ul-z. 


P.T.O. 
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Secretary, Department of 




Economic Affairs. 


Secretary , Department of 

Industrial Development. 

Secretary,, Depart: nt of Mines 
& Metals. 

Secretary , Ministry of St -el & 
Heavy Engine ring. 
Secretary, Planning Commission. 

Secretary, Ministry of Home 

Affairs. 

Secretary (Services), Minis try of 

Home Affairs. 

Special Secretary (UT) , Minis try 
of Home Affairs. 

Foreign Secretary , Minis try of 
External affairs. 


Secretary, Minis try of Defence. 

Secretary, Minis try of Irrj.gata.or 

& Power. 

Secretary, Department of 

Agricultu re. 

Secretary, Department of Labour 


tjjc 



GUKNANI***** 

'50 copies. 1 


6 (Items 3, 4 and 14). . 

5 

5 (Items 3 and 14). 

0 

0 

I (Item 4). 

0 


5 (Items 5, 9 and 10). 

6 (Items 6,8, 11 and 12). 

0 

5 

5 (Items 7 and 13). 

0 

5 (Items 9 and 14). 

5 (Item 12 and 14). 


0 (Item 14). -< 

5 \i 

0 
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Ho. 14/CM/70 
GO \ZERN;1ENT OF INDIA 
CABINET SECRETARIAT 
(De partment of Cabinet Affairs) 

^■ev Delhi , the 3rd March 1970 . 

12th Phalguna 1891. 


The undersigned is directed to state that a 
meeting of the Cabinet will be held at 6 -05 P .H . 
on Friday , M. "-oh 6 . 1970, in the Cabinet Room (No. 9) . 
Parliament House . to discuss inter - al ia the following: - 
S 13 B J E C T 


Fresh inquiry into disappearance (Minister of Ho me Affairs ) . 
of Netaj i Sub has Chandra Bose in 
1945 - Demand for. 

(Paper dt. 18.2.70, attached ). 

Tils is item 9 on the agenda. 



Under Secretary to the Cabinet 


^Shri L. P. Singh. 
-£hri T.N. Kaul. 


*/ 


S^CKi-T 4 * 

V . /v* i } 

No. 14/ C l J i/7Qr-~ 

GO VD lNIiENT OF INDIA 
C A £>± 1 i JiiT a ±ii CNF I AG. 1 AT 
(Department of Cabinet Affairs) 


MOST 


COPY NO, 


J 


r- 


NV 

f\h 


New Delhi , -the 5th March, 197C . 

14th Phal gun; ,, 1391. 


Reference Cabinet Secretariat Memoranda of even 


number dated ^rd and 4th March, 1970. 

2. The Cabinet meeting scheduled to take place at 6-05 p.u . 
tomorrow , . .-.mh 6 , 1070, in the C-blnet Ro o (ao. 9) , Pari iament 
House , will .. HO 1 be held at 10-30 r.n . in the Conference Room 
(to. 155 - -~ lrst Floor) , Ministr y of External Affair s, 

tiQ.Utii Bl oc n 

3. The u_.te and agenda of the meeting remain v rc R anged . 


' !■ I 1 c 

(R.N. Italia) 
for Cabinet Secretary, 


To 


All members of the Cabinet. 


Copy forwarded to the Deputy Chairman, Planning 
Comnission/the Minister of State in the Ministry of Petroleum 
and Chemicals, and Mines & Metals (Shri J igan.th Rao)/the Ministtr 
of Parliamentary Affairs, and Shipping & Truas nr t/ the Minister 
of Irrigation & Power, 


Copy forwarded to the Secret ry to the Prime Minister/ 
the Joint Secretary to the Prime Minister/the Private Secretary 
to the Prime Minister. 

Copv forwarded to the .secret ry to the President/ 
the Secret ry to the Vice-President, for information. 


(R .N 

Unucr Secretary 



Cabinet . 


~SFi m . ■' 


. F .T .0., 
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Copy forwarded for information to=- 

•Secretary, Department of Industrial Development. 
Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Secretary, Ministry of Education & Youth Services. 
Secretary, Ministry of Steel & Heavy Engineering. 
Secretary, Ministry of Defence. 

. Sec re t ..ryfee r T lces ) , Ministry of Home Affairs. 
Secretary, Ministry of Shipping & Transport. 
Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs, 

Finance Secretary. 

Secretary, Planning Commission. 

Secretary, Department of Mines <± Metals. 

Secretary, Ministry' of Irrigation D. Power. 

Foreign Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs. 
Secretary, Department of Agriculture. 

Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Trade, 

Chairman, Railway Beard. 

Secre ary (East), Ministry of External Hairs. 
Secretary, Department of Health. 

Secre tary (West) , Ministry of External if fairs. 
Secretary, Ministry of Information & Eroadcas ting. 
Secret, ry, Department of Labour & Employment. 
Secretary (Expenditure) , Ministry of Finance. 
Secretary, ministry of Tourism & Civil Aviation. 
Secretary , Department of Economic Affairs. 

Special Sec rotary (UT) , Ministry? of Home Affairs, 


Under Sec 


(R.N. 


W\ 


n.iiij' 



tary to the Cabinet. 


* KASHYAP * 
80 copies. 
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SECRET 


No . 14/ CM/70 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

cabinet secretariat 

(Department of Cabinet Affairs) 

New Delhi, the 7th M^rch 1970. 

16 th Phalguna 1891. 


The undersigned is directed to enclose a copy 
of the minutes of the meeting of the Cabinet held 
on 6th March, 1970 (Cases Nos. 58/14/70 to 72/14/70). 


S3- 

IMMEDIATE 


COPY NO 


h..G 




t 


for 


To 


, I % v . 

(R • N . Kalia) ^ 
Cabinet Secretary 


All Members of the Cabinet. 


Copy, with* a copy of the enclosures, and the 
relevant papers, forwarded to the Minister of Supply, and 
Minister in the Ministry of Finance/ the Minister of 
Parliamentary Affairs, .and Shipping & Transport/ the 
Minister of Irrigation & Power, for information. 

Copy, with a copy of the enclosures, forwarded 
to the Secretary to the Prime Minister/the Joint 
Secretary to the Prime Minis ter/ the Private Secretary 
to the Prime Minister. 


Copy, with a*, copy of the enclosures, forwarded 
to the Secretary to the President/the Secretary to the 
Vice-President, for information, 

* A 

(R.N. Kalia) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 

Copy of the minutes in respect of the cases 
shown against each forwarded to s - 

Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission. KCases Nos. 

I 61/14/70 and 

Minister of State in the niaibtry of 5 72/14/70. 

Petroleum and Chemicals, and Mines i 

A Metals i 

(Shri Jaganath Rao). 5 

L w !U’\ 1 (' k __ , — 

(R.N. Kalia) 

Under Secretary to the Cabinet. 
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Copy of the minutes in respect of cases shown against 
each also forwarded to:- 


Secretary, Department of 
Industrial Development . 

Secretary, Ministry of 
Home Affairs. 

Secretary, Ministry of 
Education & Youth Services. 


I (Cases Nos. 60/14/70 and 
£ 71/14/70). 

I (Cases Nos. 62/14/70, 

£ 66/14/70 & 67/14/70). 

I (Cases Nos. 58/ 14/70 and 
£ 71/14/70). 


Secretary, Ministry of £ (Case No. 61/14/70 ). 

Steel & Heavy Engineering. i 


Secretary, Ministry of 
Defence. 


I (Cases Nos. 60/14/70 & 
$ 71/14/70). 


o f . Home Affairs 

Secretary, Ministry of 
Shipping oc Transport. 
Chairman, Railway Board. 

Secretary, Department of. 5 
Legal Affairs. I 

£ 


£ (Cases Nos. 63/ 14/70, 

£ 65/14/70. 68/14/70 and 
69/14/70). 

£ 

£ (Case No. 72/14/70). 

1 

(Cases Nos .59/14/70 , 

53/ 14/70 , 67/14/70 » . 

' and 69/14/70). 


Secretary (Services ) , Ministry 


-a 


Finance Secretary. 


5 (Cases Nos. 60/14/70, 

£ 61/14/70, 64/14/70, 

£ 65/14/70, 67/14/70 

£ 70/14/70, 71/14/70 and 

I 72/14/70). 


Secretary, 

Secretary, 

Secretary, 

Irrigation 

Secretary, 

Secretary, 

Secretary, 

Secretary, 

& 


Planning Commission. £ 
Deptt. of Mines £ 

& Metals. £ 

Ministry of 
& Power. 

Deptt. of Agriculture. 
Do pt t . of He alth . 
Deptt. of Labour & 
Employment. 

Ministry of Tourism 
Civil Aviation. 


(Cases Nos. 61/14/70 
and 72/14/70). 

£ (Case No. 71/ 14/70). 

£ 

£ 

i 

£ 

I 

£ 

£ 


j 


Foreign Secretary, Mini 'st::' 
External Affairs. 

Secretary, Ministry of 
Foreign Trade. 


of £ (Cases Nos. 66/14/70 and 
£ 71/14/70). 

£ (Cases Nos. 60/14/70, 
£61/14/70 & 72/14/70). , 
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Secretary (East ) , Ministry of I (Case No. 60/14/70 ). 
External Affairs. I 


Se ere tar y ( V/e st ) , Mini s try o f 

Ext ernal Affai r s . 

Secretary, Ministry of 
Information & Broadcasting. 

Sec re tary (Expenditure ) , 
Ministry of Finance. 


Secretary, Deptt. of 
Ec onomic Affair s . 

Special Secretary (UT ) , Minist 
of Home Affairs. 


I (Case No. 5 8/ 14/70 ) . 

I 

l (Case No. 59/ 14/70). 

5 

l (Cases Nos. 61/14/70, 

J 64/14/70, 65/14/70, 
67/14/70, 70/14/70, 
71/14/70 and 72/14/70 
l (Cases No s. 60/ 14/70 , 

1 61/14/70, 71/14/70 & 
72/14/70). 

{ (Cases Nos. 64/14/70 & 
I 70/14/70). 

I 


Under 




f 

CR.N. Kali a) 
Secretary to the 


Cabinet. 


* KATAR I A* 

80 copies. 
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MEETING OF- THE CABINET HELD YP 
10.30 A.M P ON FRIDAY, MARCH . 6~~ 1970 . 


P R E S E N T 


Shrimatl Indira Gandhi, Prime Minister. 

Shri Fakhruldin All Ahmed, Minister of Industrial Development, 
Internal- Trade and Company, Affairs. 

Shri Bali Ram Bhagat, Minister of Foreign Trade. 

Shri Y. B. Chavan, Minister of Home Affairs. 

Shri Gulzari Lai Wanda, Minister of Railways. 

Shri P. Govinda Menon, Minister of Law. and Social Welfare. 
Prof. •V,K,R.V. Rao , Minister of Education & Youth Services. 
Shri D. Sanj Ivayya , Minister of Labour and Rehabilitation. 

Dr, Triguna Sen, -Minister of Petroleum and Chemicals, and 
Mines & Metals. 

Shri A. A. Shah, Minister of Health and Family Planning, and 
Works , Housing & Urban Development. 

Shri Dinesh Singh, Minister of External Affairs. 

Dr. Karan Singh, Minister of Tourism & Civil Aviation. 

Sardar Swaran Singh, Minister of Defence, and Steel & 

Heavy Engineering. 

Shri Satya Narayan Sinha, Minister of Information & 

Broadcasting, and Communications. 


ALSO PRESENT 


Shri K. Raghu Ramaiah, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs, 
and Shipping oc Transport. 

Dr. K. L. Rao, Minister of Irrigation A Power. 
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IN ATTENDANCE 


Shri L. P. Singh, Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs. 

Shri H.G. Sarin, Secretary, Ministry of Defence. 

Shri II. Lai, Secretary (Services), Ministry of Home Affairs, 
shri H. S. Gae , Secretary, Department of Legal Affairs. 

Shri P» Govindan Nair , Finance Secretary. 

Shri Asok Mitra, Secretary, Planning Commission.^ 

Shri N. Subrahmanyam, Secretary, Department of Mines & Metals. 
Shri T.N. Kaul , Foreign Secretary, Ministry of External 

Affairs . 

Shri K. B. Lall, Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Trade. 

Shri V. H. Coelho, Secretary (East), Ministry of External 

Affairs. 

Shri. Kewal Singh, Secretary (West), Ministry of External 

Affairs. 

Shri H.K. Dass, Secretary, Ministry of Information & 

Broadcasting . 

Shri M.a. Yardi, Secretary (Expenditure), Ministry of Finance. 
Shri T. Swaminathan , Secretary, Departments of Industrial 
Development and Internal Trade. 

Dr. I.G, Patel. Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs. 

Shri M. G. Hmputkar, Special Secretary (UT), Ministry of 

Home Affairs. 

Shri G.K. Chandiramani , Additional Secretary, Ministry of 

Education & Youth Services. 

Shri B. B. Lai, Additional Secretary, Department of 

Expenditure. 

Shri T.N. La.kshminarayanan, Joint Secretary, Department 

of Mines & Metals. 

ohri E. Folet , Joint Secretary, Ministry of Shipping 

& Transport. 

Shri R; Tirumalai , Joint Secretary, Ministry of Shipping 

& Transport. 

Shri R.D. Sathe, Joint Secretary, Ministry of External 

Affairs , 

Shri G. Ramachandran, Joint Secretary to the Prime Minister. 
Shri B.N. Tandon, Joint Secretary to the Prime Minister. 

Shri R.R, Bahl, Chairman, Minerals & Metals Trading 

Corporation (Bv 'r citation) . 


S ECRETARI AT 


Shri 3. Sivaraman. 
Shri J.S, Mongia. 
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Cas ie No . 66 / 14/7p 


Item 9 


Fresh in quiry int o disappe ar ance of 
Nata .j i S ubhas Chandra Bose in 1945 - 
beman'd fo r. ' 


r/' 

;ed hebruai 


The Cabinet considered the Note dated February 18, 
1970 from the Ministry of Home Affairs and decided that 
a Supreme Court or High Court judge may be appointed as 
a one man Commission of Inquiry. 
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